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The research reported herein was supported by the U. S. Army Research Office with Dr. R. Husk
a as Scientific Officer. This report covers the period 1 April 1988 through 31 March 1991. The
g program has been directed by Dr. K. O. Christe. The scientific effort was carried out mainly by
Drs. K. O. Christe, W. W. Wilson, C. J. Schack, E. C. Curtis and Mr. R. D. Wilson, and the
3 program was administered by Dr. 8. C. Hurlock.

3

Other contributors to these research efforts, at no cost to the contract were Dr. D. A. Dixon (Du
k Pont); Drs. R, Bougon, P. Charpin, J. Isabey, M. Lance, M, Nierlich, and J. Vigner (French

Atomic Energy Commission); Drs. G. Schrobilgen, J. Sanders, R. Chirakal, and H. P. Mercier
(McMaster University); Dr. R. Bau, J. Feng, S. Sukumar, and D. Zhao (University of Southern
California); Dr, M. Lind (Science Center of Rockwell International); Dr, N, Thorup (University of
Lingby, Denmark); Drs. D. Russell and J. Fawcett (University of Leicester, U. K.); and Drs. J.
Gilbert and R. Conklin (University of Denver).
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INTRODUCTION

This is the final report of a research program carried out at Rocketdyne between 1 April 1988 and
31 March 1991. The purpose of this program was to explore the synthesis and properties of
energetic inorganic halogen oxidizers. Although the program was directed toward basic research,
applications of the results were continuously considered.

Only completed items of research, which have been summarized in manuscript form, are included
in this report. A total of 12 technical papers were published and 6 papers are in press in major
scientific journals, In addition, 11 papers were presenter at international and national conferences,
and 6 invited lectures were given in the U.S. and abroad. A further testimony to the creativity of
this program is the fact that it resulted in 4 U.S. patents. The technical papers and issued patents
are given as Appendices A through V.

During this year, the author is serving on a Foreign Applied Sciences Assessment Center (FASAC)
Panel on Soviet Chemical propellant R&D and is responsible for the liquid propellant area.
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PUBLICATIONS AND PATENTS GENERATED UNDER THIS PROGRAM

Bublished Papers

1.

10.

11.

12.

"Formation of Chlorine-Fluorine and Nitrogen-Fluorine Bonds Using Carbonyl Difluoride
as the Fluorinating Agent," by C.J. Schack and K.Q. Christe, Inorg. Chem., 27, 4771
(1988).

"Crystai Structure of NF4% Salts,” by K.O. Christe, M.D. Lind, N. Thorup,
D.R. Russell, 1. Fawcett, and R. Bau, Inorg. Chem., 27, 2450 (1988).

"Preparation and Characterization of Ni(BiFg), and of the Ternary Adducs

[Ni(CH3CN)¢](SbFg)2," by R. Bougon, P. Charpin, K.O. Christe, J. Isabey, M. Lance,
M. Nierlich, J. Vigner, and W.W. Wilson, Inorg. Chem., 27, 1389 (1988).

"Anion Exchange in NF4* Salts Using Graphite Salts as an Oxidizer- and Acid-Resistant
Anion Exchange Medium," by K.O. Christe and R.D. Wilson, Inorg. Chem., 28, 4175,
(1989). )

"Reactions of Chlorine Fluorides and Oxyfluorides with the Nitrate Anion and Alkali-Metal
Fluoride Catalyzed Decomposition of ClFs,” by K.O. Christe, W.W. Wilson,
R.D. Wilson, Inorg. Chem., 28, 675 (1989).

"Reactions of BrFs with the Azide, Nitrite and Sulfate Anions,” by K.O. Christe,
W.W. Wilson and C.J. Schack, J. Fluorine Chem., 43, 125 (1989).

"Fluorine-Oxygen Exchange Reactions in IFs, IFy, and IF5Q0," by K.O. Christe,
W.W. Wilson, and R.D.Wilson, Inorg. Chem., 28, 904 (1989).

"Reaction of the Fluoride Anion with Acetonitrile, Chloroform and Methylene Chloride,"
by K.O. Christe and W.W. Wilson, J. Fluorine Chem., 47, 117, (1990).

"Syntheses, Propc..ies, and Structures of Anhydrous Tetramethylammonium Fluoride and
its 1:1 Adduct with trans-3-Amino-2-Butene Nitrile," by K.O. Christe, W.W. Wilson,
R.D. Wilson, R.Bau, J. Feng, J. Amer, Chem. Soc., 112, 7619 (1990).

"The Hexafluorochlorate (V) Anion, CIFg~," by K.O. Christe, W.W. Wilson,
R.V. Chirakal, J. Sanders, G.J. Schrobilgen, Inorg. Chem., 29, 3506 (1990).

"New Synthesis of IFs0," by C.J. Schack and K.Q. Christe, J. Fluorine Chem., 49, 167
(1990).

Synthesis and Vibrational Spectra of Chlorofluoroamines,” by J.V. Gilbert, R.A. Conklin,
R.D. Wilson, and K.QO. Christe, J. Fluorine Chem., 48, 361 (1990).
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Submitted Papers

13,

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23,

"The NoF* Cation. An Unusual lon Containing the Shortest Presently Known Nitrogen-

Nitrogen and Nitrogen-Fluorine Bonds," by K.O. Christe, R.D. Wilson, W.W. Wiison,
R. Bau, S. Sukumar, J. Amer. Chem. Soc.

“The Pentafluoroxenate (IV) Anion XeFs™; the First Example of a Pentagonal Planar AXs

Species,” by K.O. Christe, E.C. Curtis, D.A. Dixon, H.P. Mercier, J.P.C. Sanders, and
G.J. Schrobilgen, J. Amer. Chem. Sox.

“X-ray Crystal Structure and Raman Spectrum of Tribromine (1+) Hexafluoroarsenate (V),
Brz*AsFg~, and Raman Spectrum of Pentabromine (1+) Hexafluoroarsenate (V),

Brg*AsFg™," by K.O. Christe, R. Bau, and D. Zhoa, Z. anorg, allg. Chem.

“"Controlled Replacement of Fluorine by Oxygen in Fluorides and Oxyfluorides,"
by K.O. Christe, W.W. Wilson, and C.J. Schack, contributed chapter to a book
on "Synthetic Fluorine Chemisiry.”

"High Coordination Number Fluoro- and Oxofluoro-Anions; 1Fg O™ TeF;™, IFg™ and

Tngz'," by K.O. Christe, J.C.P. Sanders, G.J. Schrobilgen, J. Chem, Soc. Chem.
Commun.

"A Quantitative Scale for the Oxidizing Strength of Oxidative Fluorinators," by
K.O. Christe and D.A. Dixon, J. Amer. Chem. Soc.

r n in

"Xenon Oxyfluoride Chemistry," by K.O. Christe and W. W. Wilson, Third Chemical
Congress of North America, Toronto Canada, June 1988.

"lon Exchange Process for the Production of Advanced NF4* Salts," by K.O. Christe and

R.D. Wilson, 12th Intemational Symposium on Fluorine Chemistry, Santa Cruz, CA
August 1988,

“Formation of Chlorine-Fluorine and Nitrogen-Fluorine Bonds Using Carbonyl Fluoride
as the Fluorinating Agent," by C.J. Schack and K.O. Christe, 12th International
Symposium on Fluorine Chemistry, Santa Cruz, CA, August 1988.

“The Nitrate Anion, A Useful Reagent for Fluorine-Oxygen Exchange," by W, W, Wilson
and K.Q. Christe, 12th Intemational Symposium on Fluorine Chemistry, Santa Cruz, CA,
August, 1988.

"Synthesis and Characterization of [N(CHz)4]*CIF4~ and [N(CHz)4]*BrF4™," by
W.W. Wilson and K.O. Christe, 9th Winter Fluorine Conference, St. Petersburg, FL,
February, 1989.

RI/RD91-165
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24,

25.

26.

“"Structural Studies at Rocketdyne and Their Relationship to VSEPR Rules,"” by
K.O. Christe, Chemistry Symposium to Honor Ronald J. Gillespie, Hamilton, Ontario,
June, 1989,

"Recent Advances in the Synthesis of New Energetic Materials,” by K.O. Christe and
W.W. Wilson, 9th European Symposium on Fluorine Chemistry, Leicester, U.K,,
September, 1989.

"Twenty-five Years of Excitement in Oxidizer Chemistry," by K.O. Christe, 24th Pauling
Award Symposium, Portland, OR, November, 1989.

27. ‘"Inorganic Halogen Oxidizers," by K.O. Christe, Loker Symposium on Synthetic Fluorine
Chemistry, Los Angeles, CA, February, 1990.

28. "Synthesis and Characterization of Unusual, Highly Coordinated Anions," by
K.O. Christe, W.W. Wilson and E.C. Curtis, 10th Winter Fluorine Conference, St.
Petersburg, FL, February, 1991.

29. "Lewis Acid Behavior of Xenon(Il) Cations and the Synthesis of the XeFs™ Anion," by
N.T. Arner, K.O. Christe, H.P. Mercier, M. Rokoss, J. Sanders, G. Schrobilgen, and
J. Thrasher, 10th Winter Fluorine Conference, St. Petersburg, FL, February, 1991. -

Invited Lectyres

Invited lectures on work done under this contract were given at:

30. University of California, Berkeley
31. Free University of Berlin, Germany (series of four lectures)
Issued Patents
32. "Synthesis of RfOTeFs," by C.J. Schack and K.O. Christe, U.S. Pat. 4,675,088.
33. "Method for the Selective Separation of Gases," by K.O. Christe, U.S. Pat. 4,695,296.
34, "Pure Fluorine Gas Generator,” by K.O. Christe, U.S. Pat. 4,711,680.
35. "Radiation Augmented Energy Storage System," by K.O. Christe, U.S. Pat. 4,903,479.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Like under the previous program [Ref, 1], a vast amount of data was generated under the current
program. Therefore, this discussion will be limited to a highlight of some of the major
achievements. For more detail, the interested reader is referred to the Appendices.

Development of a Quantitative Oxidizer Strength Scale

Although a major effort of oxidizer chemistry is the development of new oxidizers of increased
oxidizer strength, no quantitative methods existed until now to either define, measure or compute
the strength of an oxidizer. the only data available were some isolated observations that some
oxidizers were capable to fluorinate a given substrate while others were not. However, even these
qualitative data were inconsistent because it was impossible to distinguish whether the failure of an

attempted oxidative fluorination was due to an insufficient oxidizer strength or poorly chosen
reaction conditions or excessively high activation energy barriers,

These problems were now overcome by the development of a quantitative oxidizer strength scale
(see Appendix R). 1t was shown from Born-Haber cycles that the oxidizer strength of an oxidative
fluorinator is exclusively a function of the F* dctachment energies. Since the required F*

detachment energy values are not directly available and are very difficult to compuie, we have in
collaboration with Dr. Dixon from Du Pont determined differences in F* detachment energies
between given oxidizers by total energy computations using local density functional calculations.
The resulting relative oxidizer strength scale was then converted to an absolute scale by defining a

zero point for the scale and by anchoring the scale to the zero point by an experimental number.
We have chosen F* as the zero point and an experimentally known KrF* value as the anchor point.

The validity of the resulting quantitative scale was tested for XeF" and ArF" and gave excellent

agreement with experimental values.

In this manner, the oxidizing strengths of 27 oxidizers were computed and summarized in Table 1
of Appendix R. This oxidizer strength table was also used to calculate the heats of formation of
these oxidizers, thus providing yet another set of valuable information.

The development of a quantitative oxidizer strength scale is a significant advancement in oxidizer
chemistry and will be invaluable for future experimental and theoretical work. The F* detachment

energies (or their negative values which are the F* affinities) are the equivalents to the proton

affinities in organic chemistry.

RI/RD91-165
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Nitrogen Fluoride Chemistry

Nitrogen fluorides are the most promising candidates for energetic halogen oxidizers. They offer
the best compromise between a high energy content and chemical and thermal stability. During the
current program, significant progress was made in the areas of NF4* and NFCl, chemistry,

unusually short N-F bonds, and the formation of N-F bonds.

In the area of NFq* chemistry, a novel process was developed for the production of more energetic
NF,* salts (see Appendix D). The NF4* cation is the most useful and stable highly energetic
cationic oxidizer presently known. Its most accessible salt is NF4SbFg. The drawback of the
latter is the high molecular weight and relatively low energy content of its anion. To obtain more
useful NF4* salts, NFq SbFg must be converted to more energetic NF4* salts such as NFq BF,.
In the past, this had been achieved by low temperature metathesis [Ref. 2], but this approach
involved a batch process with cumbersome low-temperature filtrations and recrystallizations and
produced an impure (~10% impurities) product in about 80% yield. Our new process (Appendix
D) is a continuous ion exchange process which can be operated at room temperature and produces
pure NF4* salts in quantitative yield. The major difficulty which had to be overcome was the

finding of an anion exchanger which is stable towards the very strongly acidic HF solvent and the
powerful NF4* oxidizer. The anion exchangers which were found to work in our process were

graphite salts and therefore, extensive efforts were made in the field of intercalation chemistry.

Also in the NF4* area, in collaboration with four different groups located in the U.S., Denmark,
France, and England, we have finally succeeded in solving the crystal structure of an NF4* salt

(Appendix B) after 20 years of futile efforts.

Another fascinating problem in nitrogen fluoride chemistry was the bonding in the N, F* cation.
Our previous spectroscopic studies [Ref. 3] had indicated that NoF* either possesses an unusually

short N-F bond [Ref. 4] or was a rare exception to Gordy's rule [Ref. 5] which correlates force
constants with bond distances. A crystal structure determination of NoF* AsFg ™, carried out in

collaboration with Prof. Bau's group at USC, confirmed the extreme shortness of the N-F bond
(1.217 A) in NoF* while also showing a very short (1.098 A) N-N bond (Appendix M). A
theoretical analysis of this problem using local density functional calculations revealed that the
shortness of the N-F and the N-N bonds is due to the high s-character of the sigma bonds. This
feature had previously been demonstrated only for carbon compounds.

RI/RD%91-165
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Another sarprising result in N-F chemistry was our discovery that an N-F bond can be formed
from a fluorinating agent as mild as COF, (Appendix A).

In collaboration with Prof. Gilbert's group of the University of Denver we have worked out
improved syntheses of NFCl, and NF,Cl (Appendix L). These compounds are precursors for

excited state nitrenes, such as 'ANF which are of importance for chemical lasers.
Qxygen-Fluorine Exchange Reactions

Our systematic study of oxygen-fluorine exchange reactions was completed. Whereas many
methods are known for the replacement of oxygen by fluorine, very little work had been done on
the opposite reaction, the controlled replacement of fluorine by oxygen. We have shown
(Appendices E, F, G and Q) that oxoanions, such as NOz™ or 5042‘, are effective, readily
available, nontoxic, and low cost reagents for controlled, stepwise fluorine-oxygen exchange in
highly fluorinated compounds of the more electronegative elements. Product separations can be
facilitated greatly by appro. iate choices of the oxoanion, the coutercations and the mole ratio of

the reagents. These reactions appear to be quite general, controllable, safe, and scalabie. It was
also shown (Appendix K) that in IF; the PF3O molecule readily replaces two fluorine ligands for a

doubly bonded oxygen, thereby providing a new and convenient synthesis for IFsO,

New Anions af the Limits of Oxidation and Coordlivation

Our discovery of a synthesis of pure and truly anhydrous tetramethylammonium fluoride
(Appendix I) has led to significant advances in oxidizer chemistry. The N(CHz)4F provides a

fluoride ion source which, contrary to the alkali r. etal fluorides, is highly soluble in solvents such
as CHzCN, CHFz, or alcohols. Furthermore, it was found that the N(CHx)4* cation and
solvents such as CHzCN or CHFz possess a high activation energy barrier towards strong
oxidizers. These surprisi g properties were exploited. Thus, we have succeeded to combine for
the first time an organic cation, i.e. N(CHz)4*, with a chlorine fluoride anion, i.e. CIF4~. The
resulting salt, N(CHz)4* CIF4~ is stable up to 100°C and is not shock sensitive [Ref. 6]. This
reaction chemistry was extended toward the synthesis of the previously unknown ClF¢™ anion
(Appendix J). Although the isolation of a stable CIFg™ salt was not possible due to consistent
explosions, the existence and octahedral structure of the ClFg™ anion has now been established by
low-temperature Raman and NMR spectroscopy. The synthesis of ClFg™ had been unsuccessfully

pursued for more than 30 years.

RI/RD91-165
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Relatively little information had been available on fluoride structures with coordination numbers in
excess of six and, in particular, on struct.res containing free valence electron pairs. Depending on
the maximum coordiration number of the central atom, the free valence electron pairs can be

sterically either active or inactive. If these pairs are active, they can also induce fluxionality in
these molecules. The availability of N(CHz)4F as a highly soluble fluoride source, combined with

the stabilizing effect of the large N(CHgz)4* cations and the ease of growing single crystals of these

salts for crystal structure studies, provided us with a unique opportunity to synthesize novel anions
at the limits of oxidation and coordination and to study the structures of these new and also of other
previously known anions.

As a typical example, we have discovered the novel XeFs™ anion. To our great surprise, it was

found that this anion is perfectly planar, i.e. all six atoms are in the same plane (Appendix N).
This is the first known example of a pentagonal planar AXg species and as such is very unique.

Another novel anion discovered in the course of this study is the [FgO™ anion (Appendix R). Its

structure can be derived from a pentagonal bipyramid in which the axial positions are occupied by
one fluorine and the oxygen ligand.

These structural studies are carried out in collaboration with the groups of Profs. Schrobilgen at
McMaster University and Seppelt at the Free University of Berlin who have excellent x-ray

diffraction and NMR facilities and with Dr. Dixon from DuPont who is a leading expert on ab
initio and LDF computations. Other ions currently under investigation include IFg™, TeFy~,

TeFg2™, TeFgO%~, XeFs™, XeFy™, and XeFg2™,

Miscellaneous

Other achievements include thc inventions of solid propellant pure fluorine gas generators
(Appendix U), a radiation augmented energy storage system (Appendix V), and a method for
selectively removing unreactive gases from highly reactive gas streams consisting mainly of
fluorine (Appendix T). The solid propellant pure fluorine gas generator is a direct spin off from
the first chemical synthesis of elemental fluorine discovered by the author under the previous
program [Ref. 1].

RI/RD91-165
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CONCLUSION

Our work during this contract period has again been extremely fruitful. The development of a
quantitative oxidizer strength scale is of great significance. Furthermore, the discovery of a
synthesis for anhydrous tetramethylammonium fluoride has led to the first successful combination
of organic cations with chlorine fluoride anions and the first synthesis of the long sought ClFg~

anion. It has also opened the door to a systematic study of novel and known anions at the limits of
oxidation and coordination. So far, the new IFgO™ and TeF¢O?" and the spectacular XeFs™
anions have been prepared and characterized. This study is expected to greatly contribute to our
understanding of structures with coordination numbers in excess of six and of the influence of free
valence electron pairs on the structure and fluxionality of these anions.

In spite of the basic nature of most of our studies, useful applications are always kept in mind as
exemplified by the developments of an ion exchange process for the production of advanced NF4*
salts, of a solid propellant pure fluorine gas generator, or improved syntheses of precursors for
chemical NF lasers. These and the other examples highlighted above demonstrate again the
benefits which can be expected from well-planned, goal-oriented basic research and prograni
continuity.

RI/RD91-165
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Using Carbonyl Diflucride as the Fluorinating Agent

Carl J. Schack and Karl O. Christe®*

Received May 19, 1988

Previous studies by Shreeve and her co-workers have shown
that carbonyl diftuoride (COF,) is a useful reagent for displacing
¢ither hydrogen by fluorine from P-H, N-H, and C~H bonds!
or cxygen by fluorine from the oxides of V, Nb, Ta, Cr, Mo, W,
B, Si, Ge, Sn, P, Se, Te, I, and U.2  The latter study prompted
us to examine whether COF, could also be used for the formation
of CI-F and N-F bonds from their oxides. The formation of CI-F?
and N-F* bonds usually requires relatively powerful fluorinating
agents and previously has not been achieved with a flvorinating
agent as mild as COF,. Thermochemical calculations that were
carried out by us revealed the feasibility of reaction | for M =
Liand Na. It increases with decreasing atomic weight of M and

M = Li, Na, K, Rb, Cs )

for M = Li and Na results in AH values of -9.5 and -4.5 kcal
mol-, respectively. Reaction 2 was found to be thermochemieally
feasible by comparable amounts with A values of -20.6 and
-11.2 keal mol™ for M = Li and Na, respectively.

M = Li, Na, K, Rb, Cs 2)

In view of the thermochemical results, reactions 1 and 2 were
experimentally studied. It was found that LiINO,, when heated
with a slight excess of COF, in a steel cylinder at 45-90 °C,
formed CQy, N,0,, and O, 1n ligh yield. These products are best
explained by reaction 3, followed by the attack of the steel cylinder

LiNO, + COF, — LiF + FNO, + CO, 3

(1) Gupta, 0. D.; Shreeve, J. M. /. Chem. Soe., Chem. Commun 1984, 416
and references therein. Wilhamson, S. M.; Gupta, O. D.; Shreeve, J.
M. Inorg. Synth. 1986, 24, 62.

(2) Mallela, S. P, Gupta, O. D., Shreeve, J. M. Inorg. Chem. 1988, 27, 208.

(3) Chnste, K. O., Schack, C. J. Adv, Inorg. Chem Radiochem. 1976, 18,
319,

(4) Gmelin Handbook of Inorgamic Chenusiry. Spninger-Verlag  Berlin,
FRG, 1987, Fluorine Supplement Vol 5, Compounds wath N

by FNO,. Since HF generally promotes the attack of steel by
oxidizers such as FNQ,, small amounts of CsF were added to the
reaction as an HF getter (see reaction 4). In this manner, FNO,

CsF + HF — CsHF, (4)

was isolable in essentially quantitative yield according to (3), with
12 mol % of CsF as an additive at 85 °C. For NaNOQ, with CsF
addition, an 85% yleld of FNO, was obtained under comparable
conditions. For CsNQ,, either with oz without CsF, no reaction
was observed with COF,, in agreement with the above thermo-
chemical predictions.

The postulate that CsF serves only as an HF getter and not
as a catalyst was confirmed by carrying out reaction 3 in an
all-Teflon reactor, Insuch a reactor, high vields of FNO, were
obtainable without CsF addition.

For the reaction of NaClQ, with COF;, reaction conditions
similar to those used for NaNO;, i.c. 85 °C and CsF catalysis,
were required. The best yield obtained for FCIO, was about 44%
based on the limiting reagent NaClO,, but no systematic effort
was underiaken to maximize this yield.

Attempts failed to prepare FCIO, from LiClO, and COF,.
Although this reaction is thermochemically favored by 14.8 kcal
mol™, no reaction was observed up 0 120 °C. At 160 °C, a 30%
conversion of LiClO, to LiF was obtained, but even in the presence
of CsF only chlorine and oxygen and no FCIQ; were isolated.

In summary, the successful formation of N-F and Cl-F bonds
from the corresponding ox’des by the very mild fluorinating agent
COF, was quite unexpected and significantly expands the utility
of this fluorinating agent.

Experimental Section

Materials and Apparatus. LINO, (J. T. Baker, 99.7%) and NaNO,
(J. T. Baker, 99.5%) were dried 1n a vacuum oven at 120 °C for | day
prior to their use. The CsNO, was prepared from Cs,CO, and HNO,
and dried in the same manner. The CsF was dried by fusion in a plat-
inum crucible, followed by immediate 1ransfer of the hot clinker to 1he
dry N, atmosphere of a glovebox The NaClO, and LiCIO, (Baker,
Analyzed reagenis) were used as received The COF; (PCR Inc.) was
used without further purification afier removal of any volalile matenal
at =196 °C.

Volatile materials were handled in a stainless steel=Teflon FEP vac-
uum line® and solids in the dry N, atmosphere of a glovebox.

Syntbesis of FNO;. In a typical expeniment, LINO; (2.10 mmol) and
CsF (0.25 mmol) were loaded n the drybot into prepassivaied (with
CIF,) 30-mL. stainless sieel cylinder, which was closed by a valve. On
the vacuum hne, COF; (2.38 mmol) was added to the cylinder at -196
°C. The cylinder was Kkept 1n an oven z1 85 °C for 16 h and was then
cooled again to -196 °C 11 did not contain any significant amount of
gas noncondensable at -196 °C. The matenal volanle a1 25 °C was

(5) Chniste. K O, Wilson, R D., Schack, C. J. frorg. Synth. 1986, 24,3
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scparated by fractional condensation, measured, and identified by in-
frared spectroscopy. It consisted of FINO; (2.09 mmol), CO; (2.1 mmol),
and COF; (0.2 mmol}. The white solid residue {91 mg, weight calculaied
for 2.10 mmol of LiF and 0.25 mmol of CsF 92.5 mg) consisted of LiF
and CsF.

Synthesis of FCI0;, The reaction was earricd out as described above
for LINO; and COF,, with use of NaClO, (1.41 mmol), COF, (2.00
mmol}, and CsF (0.3 mmol) at 85 °C for 46 h. The products consisted
of FCIO, (0.62 mmol, 44% of theory), CO; (0.64 mmol), unreacied
COF,, and smaller amounts of Cl; and material noncondensable at =196
°C
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Crystal Structure of NF,* Salts

Karl O. Christe,*!* M. David Lind,'® Nicls Thorup,' David R. Russell,'¥ John Fawcett,¢
and Robert Bau'®
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The room-temperature tetragenal structurs of NF,BF, has been delermined by a combinanen of single-crysial X-ray diffraction
analysis and vibrational speciroscopy. This compound crysiallizes in the teiragonal space group P42,m with Z = 4 and unit cell
dimensions a = 9.92 (1) ard £ = 5.23 (1) A. The struciure was refined 1o an R value of 0.071 by using 325 independent observed
reflections. The siructure is made up frem an approximately teirahedral NF,* cation with a bond length of 1.30 A and a BF,~
anion that rotates or oscillates around a 3-fold axis along ore of its bonds. This rotation of the BF,” ion provides a inechanism
for averaging the an'sotropic fluorine-fluorine repulsion effects cavsed by the packing requiremenis of 1wo sets of tetrahedral ions
in a primitive cubic .ype of arrangement. The use of a s1atic X-ray model with nonrotating ions results in artifacts, such as an
apparent lowering of 1he site symmetries of the ions and 1wo sets of different NF,* cations, which have no real physical meaning.
Additional data, such as vibrational spectra or improved models incorporanng dynamuc effects, are required for an adequate
descriplion of structures exhibiting this 1ype of ion rotarion. Due 10 1his ion roration and/er disorder problems and the lack of
a successful static model, only partial X-ray structures could be obtained for NF,SbF¢ and NF,Sb,F,,. Although these partial
structures yielded N-F bond lengths with apparently small estimated siandard deviations, these values were either much 100 large

or small, depending on the constraints employed for obtaining a structure solution.

Introduetion

Although NF,* salts have been known for 20 years, the exact
structure of the NF,* cation is still unkrown. From *F NMR
spectra it is known that in solution NF,* is 2n ideal tetrahedron.
Vibrational spectra of many NF,* salts indicate that in the solid
state the NF,* cations are also essentially tetrahedral? From
the general valence force field, the bond length in NF,* has been
estimated as 1.31 A.> This value is supported by ab initio cal-
culations, which resulted in a valve of 1.32 A* Numerous
unsuccessful attempts were made, in both our and other labora-
tories, to determine a crystal structure for one of the NF,* salts,
and the only reported structure was incomplete, giving a range
of 1.30-1.40 A for the N-F bond length.® In this paper we report
the crystal structure of NF,*BF,” and partial structures of
NF*SbF¢~ and NF,*Sb,F|,~ and address the problem of ion
rotation and its effects on crystal structure determinations.

Experimental Section

Literature methods were used for the synthesis of NF*BF,"$ NF,*.
SbF,".” and NF*Sb,F,"* The single crystals were grown from either
anhydrous HF or BrF; solutions, with the latter generally giving betier
results. The crystals were handled in the dry mitrogen atmosphere of a
glovebox that was equipped with a microscope and were sealed in quartz
capitlaries. Infrared spectra were recorded on a Perkin-Elmer Mode] 283
specirophotometer using dry powders pressed between AgCl or AgBr
windows in an Econo press (Barnes Engincering, Co.). The Raman
spectra were oblained with a Spex Model 1403 spectrophotometer using
the 647.1-nm exciting line of a Kr ion laser and sealed meliing poim
capillaries as sample containers.

Results and Diseussion

Single-Crystal Analysis of NF,*BF,.!%¢ The crystal dala and
details of the intensity data measurement and structure refinement
are givenn Table 1. The latuice parameters and possible space
groups were determined from Buerger precession photographs
taken at 23 °C with Zr-filtered Mo Ka X-rays. Symmetry and

(1) {(a) Rocketdyne (b} Scicnce Center of Rockwell (¢} Technical
University of Denmark  (d) Universily of Leicester. (e) Universiny of
Southern Califorma.

(2} Forareview of NF,* chermustry see. Nikmn, 1. V., Rosolowsku, V. Ya.
Usp. Khim. 1985, 54, 722

{3) Chnste. K O Spectrochim. Acia, Part A 1986, 424, 939

(4) Peters, N.J S Dissertation, Princeton University, 1982

{5) Charpin, P.: Lance, M.; Bui-Huy. T.. Bougon, R. J. Fluorine Chem.
1981, 17, 484,

{6) Chrisie, K O, Schack. C J, Wilson, R D Inorg Chem 1976, 15,
1275.

(1) Christe, K O.; Schack. C J.: Wilson, R D J Fluerine Chem 1976,
8. 541

\8) Chniste, k. ©., Wilson, R. D., Schack, C J. Inorg. Chem 1977, 16,937
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Table I. Crysiallographic Data for NF,*BF,”

fw 176.80

space group P32,m (1ctragonal: No. 113)
a. A 9.92 (1)

¢, A 5.23 (1)

cla 0.527

VA 514.7

z 4

pfcaled), g/cm® 2.281

radialion Mo Ka

abs coeff (), cm™ 375

no. of reflens measd 388

no. of reflens used in refinement 325

no. of params refined 55

function minimized Zw(lE - IFD?

weighting scheme 1/w =1+ {(}F,] - 50)/100)?
R=ZIF|=FI/ZIF 0.071

R, = [Zw(|F| - Il"=l)’/I‘:.Wk‘“ul’]”2 0.077

residual clectron density, ¢/A3 -0410 +0.3

Table II. Fractional Atomic Coordinates with Estimaied Siandard
Deviations for NF,*BF,"

atom x 3 z

- B 0.2460 (5) 0.7460 -0.3961 (14)
N() 0 0 0
N(2) 0 0.5 -0.0172 (21)
F() -0.0641 (4) 0.0874 (4) 0.1401 (1T)
F(2) 0.0737 (4) 0.5737 0.1221 (19)
F(3) 0.0759 (5) 0.4241 -01668 (19)
F(4) 0.2789 (8) 0.6205 (5) -0.3100 (1N
F(5) 0.2460 (4) 0.7460 -0.6591 (8)
F(6) 0.3321 (5) 0.8321 -0.3039(18)

systematic absences on these ghotographs indicated space g-oup
P42,m or P42,2, but no solution was found for the latter space
group. X-ray diffraction intensies were measured with a Sup-
per-Pace /Picker automatic diffractometer using Mo Ka X-rays
and balanced Zr and Y filters. The rotation axis was the a axis.
Continuous scans of each diffraction maximum were made with
a scan rate of 1°/min {lhe scan widths were 2° or more), and
background counts were made for cne-sixth of the scan time a1
the beginning and end of the scan interval. All independent /(hki)
with {sin 8)/A < 0.65 A~ were measured. The crystal, sealed
1n 2 0.5-mm capillary tube, was small enough 1o make absorption
corrections negligible. The intensities were reduced to relalive
[Fo(hkD){? values by application of the appropriate Lorentz-po-
larization factors.

The approximate structure was determined by a trial and error
method using a ball-and-stick model!, aided by the three-dimen-

F 108% Amarican {Thamiral Qnaniat




Crystal Structure of NF* Salts
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Figure 1. Crystal structure of NF*BF,” viewed along the ¢ axis.

Table IIE. Bond Lengths (A) and Bond Angles (deg) in NF,* and
BF,” with Esd's in Parentheses?

N(1)-F(1) 1.301 (6) B-F{4) 1.363 (8)
N(2)-F(2) 1.265 (9) B-F(5) 1.376 (9)
N(2)-F(3) 1.321 (10) B-F(6) 1.201 (8)

F(1)-N(H)=F(i) 108.5 (3). 111.5 (5)
F(2)-N(2)-F(2) 109.7 (10)

F(2)-N(2)-F(3) 109.9 (4) F(4)-B-F(6) 108.7 (6)
F(3)-NQ)-F(3) 107.4 (9) F(5)-B-F(6) 111.8 (6)

*Interionic F-++F distances: 2.66-2.78 A.

F(4)-B~F(4) 109.2 (6)
F(4)=-B-F(5) 109.3 (5)

stonal Patterson function evaluated with a computer program
written by M.D.L.

The trial model was refined by a least-squares technique using
the program system SHELX-26." Neutral-atom scattering factors
were taken from ref 10. Reflections with I < ¢ (I} were omitted
from refinement. Two reflections (020 and 040) were discarded
because of poor agreement with calculated values as well as film
intensitics. The resultant atomic coordinates are listed in Table
11, while the anisotropic thermal parameters are given in the
supplementary material. A projection of the structure is depicted
in Figure 1, which also shows the atom numbering as well as
thermal cllipsoids. The program ORTEP'! was used to produce
the crystal structure illustration, and geometry calculations were
made with the program system X-ray.* Bond lengths and angles
are given in Table 11,

The structure consists of isclated tetrahedra of NF,* cations
and BF,” anions. The interionic F-F contact distances are in the
range of 2.66-2.78 A, which is normal for such interactions. There
are two crystallographically independent NF,* ions corresponding
1o N(1) and N2} on 3 and mim sites, respectively. This leads
to four identical N(1)~F distances of 1.30} A and two pairs of
N(2)-F distances that are 1.265 and 1.321 A, giving an overall
average distance of 1.30 A. The BF," tetrahedron also has an
imposed symmetry of mm The B-F(6) distance appears sig-
nificantly shorter than B-F(4) and B-F(5), even if esd's are
underestimated.

To our knowledge, the NF,BF, structure represents an original
solution to the packing of two tetrahedral ions, The crystal packing

(9) Sheldrick G. M. “SHELX. 76", University of Cambnidge. Cambridge,

England, 1976.

(10) Internanonal Tables for X-ray Crystallography, Kynoch  Bumingham,
England, 1974; Vol 1V, p 99.

(11) Johnson, C. K. *ORTEP"; Report ORNL.-3794; Oak Ridge National
Laboratory. QOak Ridge, TN, 1976

(12) Stewart, J. M.; Kruger, G. J.: Ammon, H. L.; Dickinsen, C.; Hall, S.
R. "The X-Ray System, Version 19727, Technical Repori TR.192,
Computer Science Center, University of Maryland  Zollege Pack, MD,
1972.
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Table 1V, Correlation Table for the Internal Vibrations of NF,* on
the S, Sites of Space Group P42,m in NFBF,

assignrment point group site group factor group
Ta S P2
A, {— RAL
sym AyL—RA) Mm%
-‘-—-__ — —
Ayl )
__________ et Al(—-RA)
Al ==RA}
.-—-'--— - —
Ayt )
3 E{——RA)}
R B8, (—RA}
B(IR,RA)
T B, UIRRA)
anm— A T™
B8(IR,.RA
. T lun/ T3, (IR, RA)
asym 2 *
E(IR,RA) E {IR,RA)
- =B, (== EA]
BIIR,RAY
¢ RN TR
asym A

E{IR, RN} Ef IR, KA}

Table V. Corrclation Table for the Internal Vibrations of NF,* on
C,, Sites of Space Group P32,n in NF,BF,

ascignment

point group site group

[

factor group
2v qu

e M=)

“'—-szun.m

AIIIR.MI

All—M)
A, (IR,RA)
1 \—'BQ(IR.M)

4 E(==—RA)

SYE Ay (e == )
"2
s, (—m)

Ayt IR.RAY

A, (IR.RA}
8 TT—3,uR,m)

v FylIR. RA) =—— Bx(lR.RA) E (IR,RA)

B,{IR.RA) E (IR.RA)
e N

A, {IR.RA)
i T 5, (IR, WA}

F, (IR.RA)—-BL(IR.M) E (IR.RA)

B, (IR,RA) =e————==F {IR.RA}

can be considered as a superstructure of the primitive cubic CsCl
structure, with the doubling of the cell in two directions being
necessttated by the alternating orientations of identical tons. The
NF,* ions are stacked with their 4 or mm2 symmetry elements
along the ¢ axis, while the BF,™ ions are packed with their
pseudo-3-fold axis along the same axis. The stacks of N(1)F,*
and N(2)F,* ions are rotated by 90° in refationship to each ather
in such a manner that room is made alternatively for either three
or only one of the fluorine atoms of the BF,~ anion. Therefore,
the boron atoms are located either above or below the center of
the small cubic cell depending on the up or down orientation of
the BF, ion in a given stack.

Analysis of the Vibrational Spectra of NF,BF,. On the basis
of the X-ray crystal structure, solid NF,*BF,” possesses a strongly
distorted BF,” anion oit a C; site and two kinds of NF* cations,
one of nearly tetrahedral symmetry on an S, site and one with
two significantly different bond lengths on a C,, site These results,
however, disagree with the previously reported infrared®*! and

(13) Sinelnikov, S M, Rosolovski, ¥ Yo Duki Akad Mauk SSSR 1970,
194, 1341
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Figure 2. Vibrational spectra of NFBF,: traces A and B, Raman spectra recorded a1 25 and ~140 °C, respectively; race C, infrared spectrum recorded

at 25 °C; S indicales spectral slit widih.

Table ¥1. Correlation Table for the Interval Vibrations of BF,” on
C, Sites of Space Group P42;m in NF,BF,

sssignsant * point group

Ta s Ba

sita group factor group

)

A t=mmAl FYEIRTY)

Yeym B LIRRA

E [IR,RA)

Ay l=a)
Byl IR, RA)
E IR, BN

.
A [I2,RA)

N/

\

feym B = BA]
Byl =)
A LI e B, [ BA]
2 (IR,A)

A=)

\[/

Allli,nl_lzﬂl.nl

/

E (IR, RA)

Ay (==1r)
B liz, 1)

N |/

v LRIV NTERY

t (IRA)
Ayt
R (~ RA)
R (I%,00)

\ /)

/

.
A (IR RA)

/

,,1[_“]
A IR A 8, I
L (1IN B8}

N
\

N\

Ay l—BA}
AR R T B, 1IN,

6..,‘ FylIR RAl

E [IR,RA}

Ayl —)

/

A

AT (IR, RAY B — W)

£ (IRRA)

Raman®!¢ spectra, which indicated nearly tetrahedral symmetry
for both ions and only one kind of cation.® Therefore, we have
rerecorded the individual hands of NF,*BF,” under higher res-
olution conditions and carried out a site group and factor group

{14) Goetschel, C. T., Campanile, V., A., Curtis, R. M., Loos, K. R., Wagner,
D. C.; Wilson, J. N. inorg. Chem. 1972, 11, 1696,

Table VII. Observed Infrarcd and Raman Spectra of NF,BF,

frag, ral intans

spprox dascription of moda in
point group 'l‘d

* -
1R (1) NF, »F,
25 29 =140
1870 ] 1150w
11806 1180w Wi v
1155vse 1150w 1152w
1130-1040ve,br 1060w V3T Vygum
Bi6ve B847vs v‘(A‘J. \I-m
175w 7748 7738 i v
613ms 612 l s12e )
v, i{F, ), &
s1s sos | gosme | 4P Teerm
531m ssove} 33 l
527me s26v | -HA VT Spum
524w
44Bn l 450m } .
vy (R,
asm | aase 2 o
358w ¢
3550 Vo {E)
e 270 Teym

analysis for NF,BF, in space group P432,m using the corrclation
method.!* The results are summarized in Tables IV-VII, , and
the vihrational hands of interest are depicted in Figure 2. A
comparison of the observed spectra with the predictions from the
factor group analysis for NF,BF, in space group P32,m allows
the following conclusions: (i) There is no spectroscopic evidence
for the presence of two distinct NF,* cations. For example, no
infrared band and only onc symmetrical, narrow Raman line with
a half-width of about 2 em™ at a spectral slit width of 1 cm™ are
observed for the symmetric NF,* stretching vibration. For two
distinct NF,* cations, at least three strong Raman hands should
be ohserved in this region. (ii) For NF,*, the number of bands
and their infrared and Raman activities are incompatihle with
a G, site symmetry. However, they are acceptable for either an
S, symmetry, i¢. identical NF,* bend lengths with a slight
compression of the tetrahedral angle in one direction, or a tet-
rahedral symmetry, where the degeneracies of the E and Fy modes

(15) Fateley, W. G.; Dollish, F. R.; McDewitt, N. T.; Bentley, F. F. In
Infrared and Raman Selection Rules for Molecular and Latiice Vi
brations. The Correlation Method, Wiley-Interscience New York,
1972,
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Table VIII. Correlation Table for the Internal Vibrations of BF," of
.Symmetry Gy,

Ta C_“_ obad freq, rel int
H RA{28%)
All— RA) oo A IR, R}) 175w balts
£ {==RA} =——m—le—— £ (IR,RA} 35%av
/lllm‘na)
Fz( IR, RA} 1130=1C40vw bz 1060vw,br
E (IP.RA)
/*,“ﬁ-lhl $3im $30w
r,lIl.nl_\
E IR, RA) 323w $26mw

are partially lifted due to solid-state effects. This interpretation
is supported by the fact that the infrared and Raman selection
rules for T, symmetry are retained. (iii) For BF,", again the
number of observed bands and their Raman and infrared activitics
are incompatible with a C, site symmetry in space group P32,m,
and the actual symmetry must be higher. The observation of the
symmetric BF,” stretching mode in the infrared spectrum elim-
inates both T, and S, symmetries and also suggests that the
symmetries of NF,* and BF,” are different.

Reconelliation of the X-ray Data with the Vibrational Spectra,
At first glance, the vibrational spectra and single-crystal X-ray
data for NF,BF, are incompatible. A closer inspection of the
X-ray results, however, reveals the following facts, For the BF,
anion, three of the four fluorine atoms, F(6) and the two F(4)
atoms, cxhibit very large thermal parameters, and the orientations
of their ellipsoids indicate rotation or oscillation around the B-F(5)
axis.

If this rotating anion model is correct, the vibrational spectra
of BF,” in NF,BF, should exhibit approximately Cy, symmetry.
The correlation for Ty — Cy,.is given in Table VIII. Ascan be
secn, the observed spectra are in excellent agreement with the
predictions for Cy, symmetry. The only bands that, due to their
very low intensities, have not been observed are the infrared
component of the symmetric deformation and one of the two
Raman components of the antisymmetric stretch,

The above’ model of a rotating BF,™ anion can also nicely
account for the discrepancies encountered with the NF,* cations,
With a static model, i.e. nonrotating BF,™ anions, the fluorine—
fluorine repulsions can be equalized within the tetrahedral packing
requirements for only half of the NF,* cations. The other half
is then experiencing anisotropic repulsions, which lead to their
distortion. If, however, the BF,” anion rotates or oscillates and
thereby averages out the fluorine-fluorine repulsion effects, then
all NF* cations become equivalent and should approximate ideal
tetrahedra. This conclusion is in excellent agreement with the
vibrational spectra, which show only one kind of NF,* cation of
tetrahedral or almost tetrahedral symmetry. From the small
thermal parameters of the fluorines on nitrogen, it appears that
in NF,BF, the NF,* cations do not appreciably rotate.

The discrepancy between the X-ray data and the vibrational
spectroscopic results can therefore be attributed to the fact that
a static model with nonrotating ions was used to solve a structure
with rotating or oscillating ions. Therefore, the presence of two
different sets of NF,* cations, the strong C,, distortion of on¢ of
them, and the strong C; distortion of BF;” have no physical
meaning and must be considered as artifacts of the method used.

The Raman spectrum of NF,BF, was also recorded at ~140
2. The observed spectrum (see Table VII) was very similar to
the room-temperature spectrum, except for the expected line
sharpening, minor frequency shifts, and sphttings of the 355-cm™'
band into two and of the 530- and 526-cm™' bands into three
components. Some of these bands are shown in Figure 2. Thesc
results suggest that cooling to - 140 °C is nsufficient tu freeze
out the rotational motion of the BF,™ anions.

Most of the thermally more stable NF,* salts undergo at el-
evated temperatures a phase change.? For NF,AsF, and NF,BF,
this occurs at 145 + 1 ard 224 £ 2 °C, respectively, An X-ray
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Table IX. Crystallographic Data for NF.SbF; and NF,Sb,F|;
NF.SbF,

Room Temperature
a=795% (5)A:c= 5840 (4) A
V=1369.63 A%, plcalcd) = 2928 gem™ Z = 2

Low Temperaiure (~120 °C)

1eiragonsl

tetragonal o =7979 () Ac= 11.428 (4} A
V = 721.56 A% p{caled) = 2.975gcm™; Z = 4
NF.Sb,F,;
Room Temperature
tetragonal: @ = 18,326 (9) A;c = 14.205(5) A

V =4770.6 A, p(caled) = 3.02gem™ Z = 16

powder pattern of the high-temperature phase of NF AsF, showed
it to be cubic.'® This transition from a tetragona) to a cubic phasc
suggests that at elevated temperature ail 1ons rotate freely and
act as spheres. Although no X-ray data are available for the
high-temperature phase of NF,BF,, the cause for the phase
transition is probably the same. A detailed study of the ion
motions in NF* salts as a function of temperature, using methods
such as second moment and relaxation time NMR measurements,
would be most interesting but was beyond the scope of this study.

Partial Crystal Structures of NF,SbF; and NF,Sb,F),. Attempts
to solve the X-ray crystal structures of NF,SbF and NF,Sh;F),
were carried out at the University of Leicester and the University
of Southern California, respectively. Both compounds exhibited
ion rotation and possihly disorder problems, and, therefore, their
structures could only partially be solved.

For NF,SbF,, which appears to be isotypic with PCl*PCi,,"?
the structure could be refined to R, = 0.084 for the antimony,
nitrogen, and the four fluorines on nitrogen but did not result in
reasonable positions for the fluorines on antimony. This is not
surprising in view of the fact that in the clos=ly related PCI*PCls
structure the chlorines on the octahedral phosphorus exhibit very
large thermal parameters and two longer axial bonds, indicative
of anion rotation around 3-fold axes. Attempts were unsuccessful
10 overcome the problem of ion rotation by collecting a data set
at low temperature (=120 °C). Although the ¢ axis of the unit
cell was doubled at =120 C, the structure again could not be
solved. Some of the crystallographic data for NF SbF, and
NF,Sb,F |, are summarized in Table 1X.

It was hoped that the anion rotation problem could be solved
by substituting the octahedral SbF,~ anion by the less symmetrical
Sb,F,,” anion. With the positions of the Sb,F,,” anions fixed first,
the NF,* cations appeared clearly visible, but problems arosc
during the least-squares refinement. By applying constraints on
the distances and angles of the SbyF,,” anion, it was possible to
refine the structure to an R factor of 0.126.

It should be emphasized that, although N F bond lzngths with
reasonably small esimated standard deviation values were obtained
in both cases, these N-F bond length values significantly deviated
from the more reliable value obtained for NF,BF,. Furthermore,
when the NF,* geometry was fixed and the anion refined without
constraints on symmetry, as for NF,SbF,, the resulting N- F bond
length {1.25 (2) A) was much too short. However, when the anion
geomelry was constrained, as for NF,Sb,F,,, the resulting N-F
bond length (1.34 A) was much too long. Thus, values obtained
from incomplete structures of this type should not be trusted
because errors induced by 1on rotation and repulsion effects can
cause apparent lengthening or shortening of bonds, depending on
tbe constraints used for the refinement.

Concluslons, The bond length in NF,* has been determined
experimentally for the first time. The found value of 1.30 A
confirms the predictions of 1.31 and 1.32 A, made from force field*
and ab initio* calculations, and 1s the shortest known N-F bond.
Its shortness is attributed to the high vxidation state (+V) of and
the formal positive charge on nitrogen and « maximal number

(16) Bougon, R ; Bur Huy, T, Burgess, J, Christe, K O, Peacock, R D
J. Fluorine Chem. 1982, 19, 263.
(17) Press, H Z. Anorg Alig Chem 1971, 380, 51.
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of fluorine ligands. Partial double bonding, which can be invoked
for the NF molecule

N—Fi = N=F
(r = 1.3173 A),"% is unlikely for NF,* because all of its atoms
already possess an electron octet,

The problems previously encountered with solving a crystal
structure of an NF,* salt appear to be largely due to ion rotation
and for disorder in these salts. The main difficulty consisted of
finding a static model with nonrotating ions that could describe
a dynamic structure with rotating ions. The thermal parameters
of the atoms from the X-ray data and vibrational spectroscopy
coupled with a group factor analysis were found to be very useful
for the detection and understanding of ion rotation. In the case

(18} Dauglas, A, E.; Jones, W. E. Can. J Phys. 1966, 44, 2251.

of ion rotation, the X-ray analysis can result in an apparent
lowering of the symmetry and in a nonequivalence of ions, which
have no real physical meaning. Similarly, partial structure so-
lutions or solutions in which the geometry of on= set of ions has
10 be constrained can result in unreliable bond lengths with de-
ceptively small estimated standard errors,
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[Ni(CH,CN)(](BiFs); and [Ni(CH;CN)g]J(SbFg);. Crystal Structure of

[Ni(CD;CN)](SbF,),

Roland Bougon,** Pierrette Charpin,'* Karl O, Christe,'® Jacques Isabey,'* Monique Lance,'*
Martine Nierlich,' Julien Vigner,'* and William W. Wilsont®

Received August 10, 1987

Ni(giF‘)_, was prepared from the reacton of NiF, with BiF; in anhydrous HF, followed hy removal of the excess of BiF; hy
sublimation. The compound was characterized by elemental analysis, X-ray powder data, and vihrational spectroscopy. Both
N:i(BiF¢); and Ni(SbF); react with acetonitrile to give ternary adducts of the formula NiF;2MF6CH,CN, with M = Bior
Sb. These isomorphous adducts are stable at room temperature and were characterized by clemental snalyses, X-ray powder data,
and infrared and ¢lectronic spectroscopy. In these ternary adduets the Ni®* jon is octahedrally coordinated hy six acetonitrile
molecules via the nitrogen, and the counterions are MF¢". The [Ni(CD,CN))(ShF,), complex was characterized hy X-ray
diffraction methods, crystallizing in the trigonal space group R3 with a = 11,346 (2 &, c = 17.366 (6} A, ¥V = 1936 A), Z =
3, and R = 0.034. The Sh atoms lic on C, sites and are octahedrally coordinated by six F atoms with two nonequivalent Sb-F
distances of 1.80 (1) and 1.83 (1) A. The octah=drally coordinated Ni atoms lic on Cy, sites with Ni-N distances of 2.07 (1) A.
It is shown that coordination of the Ni** jons hy six CHyCN molecules lessens the strong polarizing effect of these ions on the
MF{" counterions, which had been found for the Ni(MF); salts, and reduces their distortion from octahedral symmetry.

Introduction

The preparation and characterization of Ni{ShFg), have been
described in a recant paper,? and preliminary results concerning
Ni(BiFy); and the acetonitrile adducts of both salts bave beent
presented at a meeting.® This paper gives a full report on the
preparation and characterization of Ni(BiF;); and the acetonitrile
adducts. The previous formulation? of NiF»2ShFg-6CH,CN as
[Ni(CH,CN)4)*(ShF¢ ), was confirmed hy elemental analysis,
vibrational and electronic spectroscopy, and a crystal structure
determination. Furthermore, it was interesting to determine bow
coordination of the Ni** ion by CH,CN influences its intcraction
with the MF¢~ counterions.

Experimental Section

Apparatus, Volatile materials were manipulated in an all-metal vac.
uum line equipped with Teflon or metal vaives. Solid produets were
handled in a glovebox flushed with dry nitrogen. The high-pressure
reactor used has previously been described.*  Infrared spectra were
recorded in the range 4000-200 em™ on a Perkin- Elmer Mode! 283
spectrophotometer. Spectra of solids were chtained by asing dry powders
pressed between AgCl or AgBr windows in an Econo press (Barnes
Engincering Co.). The low-{requency parts of the spectra were also
recorded as halocarbon (Voltalef) o Nujol mulls between silicon plates
Raman spectra were recorded on a Coderg Model T 800 spectropho-
tometer hy using the 514.5-nm exciting line of an Ar ion Spectra Phyzics
laser or the 647.1.nm exciting line of a Kr fon Spectra Physics laser
Scaled quartz capillarics were used as sample containers in the tran-
sverse-viewing-transverse- cxeitation mede. Low-temperature spectra

{1} {a) Centre d’Etudes Nucléaires de Saelay  (h) Rocketdyne.

{2) Chrisie, K. O., Wilson, W W, Bougan, R., Charpin, P J Flucrine
Chem, 1987, 34, 287,

{3) Bougon, R; Charpin, P.; Lance, M.; Bsabey, J.; Christe, K. O.; Wi'son,
W. W, Presented at the 8th Winter Fluorine Conference of the Am.
cerican Chemical Socicty, St. Petersburg, Fi, Jan 25-20, 1987,

{4) Hagenmuller, P. Preparative Methods in Sclid State Chemistry. Ac.
ademie: New York and London, 1972, p 423

wzre ohtained with a Coderg liquid-nitrogen cryostat and a Coderg RC
200 regulator. The clectronic absorption spectra were recerded on a
Beckman UV 5240 spectrophotometer, the solution being contained in
a 1 mm thick quartz cell fitted with a Teflon-TFE Rotaflo stopcock.
X-ray diffraction powder patterns of the samples sealed in 0.3 mmo.d.
quartz capillaries were ohtained hy using a Phillips camera {diameter
11.46 cm) wing Ni-filtered Cu Ko« radiation. Crystals suitahle for
struciure determination were transferred into quartz capillaries in the
drybox,

Material, Anhydrous nickel diflucride® was ohtained hy the treat-
ment of nickel acetate with HF at 270 * C foliowed hy flucrination with
F, at 200 *C. Rismuth and antimony trifluorides were from Ozark
Mahoening Co., and their purities weee checked by infrared spectroscopy
and X-ray diffraction. Fluorine (Union Carhide Co.) was passed over
NaF peliets to remove HF, Bismuth pentafluoride was prepaed by the
reaction of BiF with F; at 350 °C at a pressurc of 20 atm. Acttonitrile
(Prolabo) and acetonitrile-ds (CEA) were refluzed cver POy followed
hy trestment and storage on 5A molecular sieves. The adduet Ni(SbFg),
was prepared as described previously? except that NiF; and ShFs were
usad instead of Ni and ShFy, respectively. Microanalyses were by An-
alytische Latoratorien, Elbach, West Germany.

Preparation of NI{BiF,);, A mixture of NiF, (2.57 mmol) and BiF;
(5.15 mmol) wes losded in the drybox into half of a prepassivated Teflon
douhle-U metathesis apparatus.t Dry HF (~10 mL) was added on the
vacuum line to the balf containing NiF;=BiFy, and the resuiting mixture
was stirred for 6 hat 25 °C. The metathesis apparatus was inverted, and
the resuliing solution, pressurized hy 2 atm of dry nitrogen, was filtered
into the other half of the apperatus. The HF solvent was pumped off for
12h at 25 °C, leaving 1.4749 g of a pale yellow solid. The X.ray powder
diffraction patterns indicated that this solid consisted of 2 mixture of
Ni(BiF); and BiF and that the filter cake contained NiF; and Ni(Bi-
Fe). The solid residue obtained from the evaporation of the solution was
ground and loaded in the drybox into a prepassivated 30 cm long sapphure
tube, which was connected to an aluminum valve hy a Swagelock com.
pression fitting using Teflon ferrules. The lowsr part of the tube was

(5) Sample kundly supplied to us by M Bergez, CEA/IRDI
(6) Ckriste, K. O.; Schack, C. J.; Wilson, R. D. Inorg. Chem. 1977, 16, §49.
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‘Figure 3. Vibrational spectra of Ni(BiF,),.

Table.I, X-ray Powder Data for Ni{BiF;),
d A intens d A intens
4.67 m 1.883 m
421 $ 1.854 vw
1.826 w
3.75 s
3,68 m 1,742 w
1.734 ms
2,17 w 1.717 vw
2.74 m
1.661 m
2,58 m 1.630 m
2,187 mw
2357 w 1.515 mw
1.504 w
2,252 m 1.475 m
2.241 m 1.445 w
1.411 w
2,189 mw 1,376 w
2,109 m 1.343 mw

heated for 17 h at 100 °C with pumping. The solid that had sublimed
onto the wall of the tube was identified 2s BiF; whereas the X-ray pattern
and the vibrational spectra showed that the solid residue in the bottom
of the tube (0.757 g) contained only Ni(BiF),.

Anal, Caled for Ni(BiFg);: Ni, 8.33; Bi, $9.32; F, 32.35. Found: Ni,
8.27; Bi, 60.65; F, 30.41,

Preparation of (NHCH,CN)P*{MF¢),; (M = Sb or Bi). The Ni-
(MF¢); salts, typically on a 1=5 mmol scale, were loaded in the drybox
into the ‘Teflon double-U metathesis apparatus.® Approximately 10 mL
of CH,CN or CD,CN was condensed at =196 *C onto the Ni(MF),;
the mixture was warmed to 20 *C and stirred for 2 h. The blue solutions
were filtered into the second half of the apparstus. Upon solvent removal
in vacuo, the solutions yielded purple erystals of [Ni(CH,CN)J(MFy),.

Table II. Vibrational Frequencies and Assignments for Ni(BiF,);
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Figure 2, Infrared spectrum of [Ni(CH;CN)¢](SbFy),.

Single crystals of [Ni{CD,CN);)(SbFy); were grown from these solutions
by slow evaporation of some of the solvent.

Anal. Caled for Ni(CH,CN)(SbFy),: C, 18.56; H, 2.34; N, 10.82;
F, 29.36;, Sb, 31.36; Ni, 7.56. Found: C, 18.53; H, 2.32, N, 10.79; F,
29.31; Sb, 31.67; Ni, 7.59.

Anal. Caled for Ni(CH,CN)(BiF)y. C, 15.16 H 1913 N, 8.284; F,
23.97; B1,43.95; Nj, 6.17. Found: C, 1515. H, 1.86, N, 8.80; F, 22.85;
Bi, 44.55; Ni, 6.20.

Results and Discusslon

Synthesis of Ni(BiF¢),. The combination of NiF, with an excess
of either BiF; at 160 °C in a Teflon FEP tube or BiF; + F, at
240 °C in an alumina crucible, contained in 2 Monei reactor, did
not produce rure Ni(BiFg),. The solid products were always
contaminatea with excess BiF; and to some extent NiF, and/or
BiF;, The NiF, impurity was removed by anhydrous HF in which
NiF, is insoluble. Any excess of BiFs was removed by vacuum
sublimation at 100 °C. In this manner pure Ni(BiF;), was ob-
tained.

“Uncorrected Raman intensities based on relative peak heights.

obsd freq, cm™? (rel intens®)
Raman
IR 28 *C -196 °C assignment
638} 639 (0+) 639 (2) vy (BiF,) out of phase
vs 619 sh 621 (11) v,,( BiF,) in phase . - ;
612 613 (33) 615 (33) vym(BiFy) out of phase nonbridging, BiFy stretching modes
596 (100) 596 (100) Ve BiFy) in phase
569 sh 571 (1) ¥,,m(BiF;) out of phase e . .
510 vs 517 (1) vu(BiFy) out of phase bridging BiF, stretching modes
;gg :'l:s} Ni-FBi stretching
283 (4) \
275 sh 276 (5)
261 (6) 259 (8)
254 (6)
225 (3) 225(2) .
215 ms 216 (2) > Bi-F deformations
201 (04)
181 (0+) 184 (3)
138 (3)
123 (1) 128 {1) /
95 (3) 99 (3)
64 (3) 2; Sg Ni-~F deformations or lattice modes
59 (3) 59(2)




.Ni~BiF; and Ni~SbFy Complexes

Table I1I. Eléctronic Absorption Data for [Ni(CH,CN)g](SbFy); in
CH,CN Solution

Inorganic Chemistry, Vol. 27, No. 8, 1988 . 1391

band max, Graps Ceus
cm”! L mol"! em™! assignment
10430 40 TsCF) - L('F)
13910 9 I3('D) = I(F)
17120 354 TJ(°F) == T4(’F)
22990 weak sh I'(!D) <= Iy(*F)
27400 526

T.(’P) == Iy(’F)

X-ray Diffraction Data, The X-ray power diffraction data for

Ni(BiFg);, which are listed in Table I, indicate that the structure

-of this compound is very similar to tbat? of Ni(SbF,);. Never-

theless, a splitting of some of the lines indicate that the symmetry
is probably lowered, so that not all lines could be assigned in the
hexagonal system proposed? for Ni(SbFy),.

Vibrational Spectra. The observed infrared and Raman spectra
of Ni(BiFg), are shown in Figure 1, and the frequencies are
summarized in Table I1. As discussed? for Ni(SbFy),, the spectra
clearly indicate that the MF™ anion is not octahedral but is
strongly distorted, and that both hridging and nonbridging fluo-
rines are present, The assignments given in Table I1 are based
on those? previously proposed for Ni(SbFg),.

Syntheses and Properties of the [Ni(CH,CN)(J(MF), Adducts.
The Ni(MFj), salts, whete M = Sb or Bi, are vety soluble in
CH,;CN and foim bright blue solutions containing the [Ni-
(CH,CN)¢](MF;), adducts. The electronic absorption spectra
of these solutions are characteristic of an octahedrally coordiiated
Ni%* jon and are quite comparable to those reported™® for [Ni-

Figure 3, orTEP" drawing of the molecular unit [Ni(CDyCN)¢)(SbFg);.

(CH,CN))**(BF);. The data obtained from the spectrum of
[Ni(CH,CN)s)**(SbF); are summarized in Table III. A strong

Table IV, Infrared Data (cm™) for (Ni(CH,CN),]3*(SbF¢);, [Ni{CH,CN))**(BiF);, and [NH{CDyCN)g)2*(SbF),
Fundamental Modes of Free® and Coordinated CH;CN (CD,CN)

[Ni(CH,CN),)** [Ni(CH,CN))**- [Ni{(CDyCN)g)
CH,CN* (SbF¢), iFs ) CD,CN* (SbF¢), assignment
2942 2946 2949 2115 2114 (A sym CHy(Dy) str
2252 2299 2299 2259 2308 vi{A) C=N qr
1374 1373 1374 1102 1104 n(A;) sym CH,(Dy) def
919 942 945 832 858 vi{Ag) C—C str
3001 3012 3012 overlapped with v, 2257 vy(E) asym CHy(Dy) str
1415 1422 1429 1036 1034 vs(E) asym CHy(D;) def
1039 1040 1039 848 overlapped with », v(E) CH,(Dy) rock
ki) 412 412 347 382 n(E) C—Cw=N bend
Combination Modes of Coordinated CH,CN(CD,CN)
(Ni(CH,CN)g)**- [Ni(CH,CN)¢)**- [Ni(CD,CN))**-
(SbFg), (BiF ), assignment (SbF¢)y assignment
3268 3267 2Il4 + 14 3420 Vy + 14
3232 123 nty 3282 vy + g
2740 218 25 3167 ot vt oyt
3120 vs + vy, v+ v
2957 ntrnty
2412 2420 nt v, vty 2917 v+ vy
2320 2321 by + 17 1949 143 + Yo iy + vy
2252 2254 2!’. + p 1880 vy + Ve Vg + 123
2072 2070 2w, 1725 20, 2m, vt 1y
1460 143 + 13
819 820 2u
800 799 ¥ 743 2y
XFg Modes (X = Sb, Bi)
lNi(CH;CN)slh(SbFs-)z [Ni(CH,CN);]”(BiF{); [Ni(CD,CN);]”(SbF,‘); assignmcnl"
1306 1150 1304 v+ vy
1228 1100 1226 v+ vy
750 659 ¥y + Vg
nlAy)
665 570 ggi sh} u(Fyy)
570 568 v(Ep
450 vs + vg?
288 215 288 IM(F“)
270 vy(Fyy)

< Liquid at 35 °C.'% ®Assignment based on space group 0. See text.
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Table V. - Crystal Data

faﬂm’lll. oo CuD“F"N‘NiSb}
fw 794.6
crystn solvent acetonitrile-d;
cryst syst trigonal
space groip R3
cryst dimens, mm 0.300 X 0.200 X 0.050
cryst color purple
lattice params ‘
a A 11.346 (3)
oA 17,366 (6)
z k]
v, Al 1936
depreqs g €M™ 2,045
radiation Mo Ka (A = 0.7107 &),
graphite manochromator
#(Ma Ka), em™ 29.1
temp, K 295
insirument Enraf-Nonius CAD 4
w range, deg 2-40
octants' h.kJ (010 +10,0t0 +10, 0 to +16)
na. of colled data 256
no, of data with 148
oD} <0.33
no. of params 45
data/variable ratio 5.7
resolution programs SDP 80 program package,
Enral-Nonius, Delft, The Netherlands
scattering factor a

(', ") sources

structure soln heavy-atom method

R(F) {0.035)

RF) (0.042)

w 4F3 a(ly + (pF.)
with p = 0.04

function used in the
least-squares refinement
deuterium atoms

Zw(IF) - IFD)?

in calcd positions,
riding on their C atoms,
with thermal param By = 155,

*Internailonal Tables fer X-ray Crystallography; Kynoch: Bir-
mingham, England, 1974; Vol. 1V, Tahles 2-2B and 2-3-1.

band at 46 510 em™, which is not included in Table I11, is assigned
to a charge tiansfer, The value of the ligand field splitting (10Dg)’
was found from the T's(*F) «— I',(°F) transition to be equal to
10430 cm™,

The acetonitrile adducts and their solutions are stahle at room
temperature. Owing to their ahsorption range, which includes
the wavz!lengths of the laser exciting lines used for Raman
spectroscopy, no Raman spectra of these adducts were ohtained.
However, information regarding the molecular arrangement could
be ohtained from the infrared spectra alone since they displayed
sharp and well-defined hands (see Figure 2 and Tahle IV).

The positions of the ligand bands are as expected’ for coor-
dinated acetonitrile. Compared 10 those for free acetonitrile,'®
the hands assigned to the C—C=N skeletal modes, »,, »,, and
vg, Show the expected™ frequency increase while the remaining
modes are essentially unshifted. The remaining hands in the
infrared spectra can be assigned to the MF™ anions.'?  According
to the crystal structure (see below), the site symmetry of the ShF,~
anion is C;, which implies that the modes coresponding to »;(Fy,),
vs(F\,), vs(Fy), 2nd vg(Fy,) of O, symmetry each might be split
1nto two components of symmetry A and E, which are active in
both the Raman and infrared.? The number of infrared bands,

(7) Reedijk, I Groencveld, W. L. Recl. Trav. Chim, Pays-Bas 1961, 86,
1103

(8) Halhaway, B, J,; Holsh, D. G. J. Chem. Soc. 1964, 2400,
(9;) Ballhausen, C. J. Inmtroduction to Ligand Field Theory, McGraw-Hill
New York, San Francisco, Toronto, Londan, 1962; p 261
{10) Shimanouchi, T Natl. Stand Ref DataSer. (US., Natl Bur. Stand}
NSRDS.-NBS 39, 8B4, Pace, E. L.; Noc, L. W. J. Chem. Phys. 1568,
49, 5317.
{11) Purcell, K. F. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1967, 89, 247,
(12) Reedyk, )., Zuur, A. B., Groeneveld, W. L. Reel. Trao. Chem, Pays:Bas
1967, 86, 1127 and references therein.
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Tahle VI. Positional and Thermal Parameters for

[Ni(CDyCN);}(ShFq),
atom x y z BrA?
Sb 0.000 0.000 0.3293 (1) 4.01 (3)*
F(I) -0.131(1) -0002{(2) 03891(7) 141(5°
F(2) =-0.131{Q1) -0.129(1) 0.2665 (7) 13.3 (5)*
Ni 0.000 0.000 0.000 2.38 (B)*
N 0.149 (1) 0151 (1) ~0.0675 (6) 39{()
C(1) 0.241 (1) 0243 (1) ~0.1012(9) 4.1 (4)
C() 0.349 (1) 0.348 (1) -~0.1419(9) 45 (4)
D(1) 0317 0.387 -0.179 6.8
D{2) 0.407 0416 ~0. |_07 6.8
D(3} 0.398 0.3t1 ~0.167 6.8

2 Starred values denote anisotropically refined atoms for which Byq,

= 4135844,

Table VIL, Interatomic Distances (A) and Angles (deg)

[Ni(NCCD;))** Octahedron

Ni-N 207 (1) C()-C(2)  1.40(2)

N-C(1)  1.20{2)
Ni-N-C(1) 175 (2) N-C(I}-C(2) 179 (2)

ShF" Octahedron

Sb-F(1)  180(1) S-F2)  1.83(1)
F(1)-Sb-F($)  90.2 (6) F(I)-Sb-F(2) 917 (7)
F(1)-Sb-F(2)  89.7 (6) F(1)-Sb-F(2) 178.2 (7)
F(2)-Sb-F(2)  88.5 ()

Figure 4. View of the molecular packing of [Ni{CD,;CN)¢}(ShF),.

their contours, and relative intensities indicate that the octahedral
symmetry of the MF;™ anions is indeed lower than O in these
adducts hut that the distortion is considerahly less than that
ohserved for the Ni{MF), salts, This is not surprising in view
of the fact that the polarizing strength and hardness of the Ni?*
acid is greatly diminished hy surrounding it with six hulky CH,CN
ligands, which isolate the Ni** cations from the MF, anions.

Crystal Structure, The molecular stereochemistry of the ternary
adducts was estahlished hy a single-crystal study of the adduct
[Ni(CD;CN)]**(ShF¢™); Crystal data are given in Tahle V.
Final positional and thermal parameters are given in Tahle VI
with their estimated standard deviations. The relevant distances
and angles are given in Tahle VII. Figure 3 shows the molecular
unit and atomic labeling schemne, and Figure 4 gives a view of the
molecular packing.!” Both ions have octahedral geometry. In
[Ni(CD;CN)¢j?*, the Ni aton, lies on 2 C;, symmetry and the
six nitrogen atoms form a shightly compressed octahedron with

(13) Johnson, C. K. “ORTEP 11", Report ORNL 5138, Oak Ridge National
Laboratory: Qak Ridge, TN, 1976,




" the two N-N.distances being significantly different: 2.95 (2) A
and 2,89 (2) A. The ShF, anion has only a C; symmetry and
hence two independent F atoms: Sb-F(1) = 1.80 (1) A; Sb-F(2)
= 1,23 (1) A. The F-F distances are cqual: F(1)-F(1) = 2.55
(2) &; F(2)-F(2) = 2.56 (2) A; F(1)-F(2) =2.57 (2) A. Thus,
in spite of the two nonequivalent F atoms, Sh lies in a nearly
regular octahedron,

Conclusion. The results of this study show that the corrosion
products formed in high-temperature fluorination reactions in-
volving BiF; in nickel or Monel reactors are analogous to those?
found for SbFs. In the formed Ni(MF,); products the MF;”
anions are strongly distorted hy the strong polarizing effect of the
small, doubly charged Ni** cations and the resulting strong
fluorine bridging. Basic ligands with good donor properties, such
as CH,CN, can add to the Ni** cations and form ternary adducts
of the composition [Ni(CH,CN)g](MF;),. The increased size
-and softness of the new cations diminisbes the strong polarizing
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effect of the NiZ* cations on the MF,~ anions in the Ni(MFg),
type compounds.

Acknowiedgment. The authors from Rocketdyne thank the U.S.
Army Research Office and the Office of Naval Research for
financial support.

Note Added in Proof. After submission of this paper, the results of
an independent crystal structure determination of {Ni{CH,CN))(SbF),
have been published by: Leban, Gantar, Frlec, Russell, and Holloway,
Acta Crystallogr., Sect. C: Cryst. Struct. Commun. 1987, 43, 1888.
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7787-62-4; [Ni{CH,CN)¢}**(SbFs7);, 69102-75-6; [Ni(CH,CN)()**-
(BiFg )y, 112817-18-2; [Ni(CD,CN)](SbFy),, 112839-66-4.

Supplementary Material Avallable: Tables of bond distances, bond
angles, atomic positional parameters, anisotropic thermal parameters, and
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observed structure factors (2 pages). Ordering informalion is given on
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Anjon Exchange In NF* Salts Using Graphite Salts as an
OxMdizes- and Acld-Resistant Anion-Exchange Miedium
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Although a large number of NF,* salts are presently known,!
only two of these salts, NF,SbF? and NFBiFg,’ arc readily
accessible by direct synthesis from NF;, Fs, and the corresponding
Lewis acid at clevated temperatures and pressures. Since the SbFy
and BiF~ anions are heavy and do not significantly contribute
to the performance of these salts in applications such as NF;~F,
gas generators* and energetic formulations,? it is necessary to
replace the SbF{ anion in NF,SbFy by lighter and/or more
energetic anions.* In the past, this has been achieved mainly by
a metathetical exchange of the anion at low temperature in an-
hydrous HF or BrF; as a solvent.®

NF SbFg + CsBF, — CsSbF¢} + NF,BF, (1)

The main drawbacks of reaction | include the following: the purity
of the resulting NF,BF is only about 92%, unless repeated re-
crystallizations from HF and BrF; solutions are used;? the yields
of NF,BF are less than quantitative (typically ~80%, due to
losses during the recrystallizations and hold up of mother liguor
on the filter cake); and the process is a batch process that requires
troublesome low-temperature filtration steps involving anhydrous

HF or BrF; solutions. It was, therefore, desirable to develop an
improved process for exchanging the anion in NFSbFg, which
ideally would result in quantitative yields and high purities of the
desired NF,* salts in a simple, one-step process under ambient
conditions. In this paper we describe such a process that had been
discovered in our laboratory 8 years ago but could not be reported
carlier due to the classification of a patent.?

Experimental Section

Starting Materials. Three different 1ypes of graphile were used in 1he
course of 1his siudy. The first one consisted of spectrographic graphile
(SG) elecirodes, manufaciured by the National Carbon Co., a Division
of Union Carbide. The second one was a pyrolytic grapbite (PG) slab
for use in rockel nozzles, obtained from Hercules, and 1he third one was
hughly orienled pyrolylic grapbite (HOPG) with a mirrorlike serface,
obtained from Union Carbide by courtesy of Dr. A. Moore. All 1hree
1ypes of graphite were ground 1n a mortar, classified according 1o particle

(1) For a recent review on NF,* ehemistry see: Nikitin, 1. V.5 Rosolovskii,
V. Ya. Russ. Chem. Rev. (Engl. Transl.) 1988, 5¢, 426,

(2} Chrisie, K. O.; Schack, C. J.; Wilson, R. D. J. Fluorine Chem. 1976,
8, 541 and references ¢iled 1herein.

{3} Wilson, W. W., Chrisie, K. O. J. Fluorine Chem. 1988, 40, 59 and
references cited therein.

{4) Chrisie, K. O., Wilson, W. W, [norg. Chem. 1982, 21, 4113 and ref.
erences cited therein.

{5} Chnste, K. O. U.S. Pai. 4,207,124, 1980.

(6} Christe, K. O.; Wilson, W. W,; Schack, C. J Wilson, R. D. Inorg.
Synth. 1986, 24, 39.

K=

VAC

=
VAC

PALLFLEX —
TEFLON FILTER ‘
=
DEY HF
OVER BiFs

RECEIVER

Figure 1. Apparalus used for 1he ion-exchange reactions betwezn gra-
phite salts and NF,SbF,.

size by the use of sieves, dried in a dynamic vacuum at 300 °C, and
Irealed with 2 aim of Fy pressure at room temperalure for several hours
pricr 10 their use,

Hydrogen fluoride (Matheson) was dried by storage over BiF,!
Arsenic pentafluoride (Ozark Mahoning), BF; and PF; (Matheson) were
purified by fractional condensation prior to their use. The F, (Air
Products) was passed through & NaF scrubber for removal of any HE.
Tbe preparations of NFSbF¢* and O,AsF¢® bave previously been de-
scribed. The SO,CIF (Ozark Maboning) was preireated at =78 °C wilb
0, AsFg, followed by fractional condensation in a dynamic vacuum
1hrough a series of =78, -1t2, and =196 °C 1raps, wilh 1he material
retained a1 =112 *C being used.

Caution! Anhydrous HF causes severe burns. Elemental Ruorine and
NF,* salts are sirong oxidizers and musl be handled with 1he safety
precautions previously described ¢

Apparatus. Volalile malerials were bandled in stainless-sieel-Tef-
lon-FEP vacuum lincs as previously described.!®  Nonvolatile matenials

{7} Christe, K. O. U.S. Pal. 4,683,129, 1987,
(8} Chruie, K. O.; Wilson, W, W.; Schack, C J. J. Fluorine Chem. 1978,

1,7
(9) Shamir, I.; Binenboym, J. Inorg. Chim. Acia 1968, 2, 37
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wer¢ handled in the dry nitrogen atmosphere of a glovebox. The ion-
exchange reactions were carried out in a specially built apparatus (see
Figure 1), constructed from injection-molded TeRlon~PFA tubes, valves,
and fit'ings {Fluoroware). The exchange column consisted of 2 40 cm
‘208,27 in o.d. heavy-wall Teflon-PFA tube 2nd was packed with the
graphile salt to a height of about 35 cm. The column packing was held
in place at both ends by porous Teflon filter disks (Pallflex). Pure HF
and an.HF solution of NF,SbFg were stored in two '/, in. 0d. Teflon
ampules attached at right angles to the Tefton manifold directly above
the exchange column. These ampules could be rotated about their hor-
izontal tube sections connecting them to the manifold, thereby allowing
either neat HF or HF-NF,SbF, solutions to be added 1o the top of the
column. To overcome the resisiance of the Teflon filters, the apparaius
could be either pressurized with several atmospheres of dry gaseous N,
or evacuated. The bottom of the exchange column was connected to a
detachable 3/, in. 0.d. Teflon U-trap receiver, equipped with two Teflon
valves and attached with Teflon flex tubing (Penniube) to the vacuum
manifold,

Infrared spectra were recorded on a Perkin-Elmer Model 283 spec-
trometer, 2nd Raman spectra, on either a Spex Model 1403 instrument
with 647.1-nm excitation or a Cary Model 83 insirument with 488-nm
excitation. {-ray powder patterns were taken with a General Electric
Model XRD-6 diffractometer, Ni-filtered Cv Ka radiation, and a 114.6
nm diameter Philips Norelco camera on powder samples in sealed 0.5-
mm quariz capillaries.

Synthesis of Graphite Salts, C,BF,. All the graphite BF, salts were
prepared by the method of Nikonorov!! from graphite and a 2:1 molar
mixture of BF; and F, at 2 atm pressure in a Monei cylinder at room
temperature until no further weight uptake occurred. The initial BFy~F,
uptake by the graphite was rapid and exothermic for the pyrolytic gra-
phile samples. After three 3-h exposures to BFy-F; mixtures, followed
cach time by pumping on the sample for several hours at room temper-
ature for the removal of loosely intercalated BFy and F;, no further
BF;-F, uptake was observed. The value of n was determined from both
the weight increase of the solids and the amounts of unreacied BF, and
F, recovered, with both values generally being in excellent agreement.
For the different types of graphite used in our study, the following com-
positions were obtained:

spectrographic graphite (SG)  Cyy,.'BF”
pyrolytic graphite (PG) Cy0"BFS
highly oriented pyrolytic graphite {HOPG) Cy.0'BF

The PG and HOPG salts were shown by X-ray diffraction to be first-
stage intercalates with a, = 2.46 A and ¢, = 7.69 A, in excellent
agreement with previous lirerature values. !

C,AsF;, For the syntheses of graphite AsF, salts, two different
methods were used. The first one was that of Nikonorov'! and has been
described above for C,BF,. With the differen1 types of graphite, this
method resulted in the following compositions:

spectrographic graphite (SG) C\1e0AsFg
pyrolylic graphite (GP) Ca33AsF
highly oriented pyrolytic graphite (HOPG) Cy20AsF

The second method was thai of Barilet1 and co-workers'* which involved
the oxidalion of spectrographic graphite by O,AsF, in SO,CIF, firsi at
=60 °C and then at room temperature. On the basis of the observed
material belance, the final product had the composition Cy 53AsFs.

All the C,AsF salis were first-stage inlercalares with ag = 2.45 and
to = 7.87 A, in excellent agrecment wath previous reports,!H1é

C,PF;. For the synthesis of C,PF;, the method of Nikonorov'! and
the use of pyrolytic graphite resulted in a first-stage 1ntercalate having
the composition C,; xPF; 2nd repeat distances of ap = 245 A and ¢p =
7.69 A, in reasonable agreement with a previous repor1.1?

Attempts to prepare C,PF¢ by a displacement reaction ut ambient
temperature between (PG)Cy \BF, and 4-fold excess of PFy, in a stain-
less-steel cylinder of a smal} enough volume to result in a liquid PF, phase

(10) Christe, K. O.; Wilson, W W.; Schack, C J Jnorg Synth 1986, 24,
3

() hiikonorov. Yu. I. Kinet. Katal. 1979, 20, 1598.

(12) Rosenthal, G L., Mallouk, T E., Bartlen. N Symch Mer 1984, 9,433

(13) Brusilovsky, D, Selig, H , Vaknin, D, Ohana, 1, Davidov, D Synth
Mer, 1988, 23,377,

(14) Bartlat, N., McQuiilan, B.. Roberison, A. S. Mater. Res. Bull, 1978,
13,1259,

(15) Bartlent, N.; McCarron, E. M; McQuillan, B 'W. Synth. Mer. 1979/80,
1, 221.

(16) McCarron, E M Ph.D. Thests, University of California, Berkeley, CA,
1981, 58.

Notes

(vapor pressure of PFs at 21,1 °C = 28.2 atm) resulied in 2 product
having the molar composition 0.493C;;BF0.507C,, sPF,, as shown by
the weighi change of the solid and the amounts of PF; cansumed and BF,
liberated. A sccond treatment with PF, for more than 6 months under
identical conditions, followed by removal of the volaiile matenal 21 50
°C, resulted in very linle additional PF; uptake but an evolution of some
BF,;, indicaling that the Cy,BF may have contained, in addition to BF;",
some inlercalated BF;,

Preparation of NF,BF, by Ion Exchange. In a typical experimeni,
6.096 g (33.12 mmol) of (PG)C,.)oBF, having a particle size of 35 mesh
was loaded inside the drybox into the Teflon exchange column. The
column was attached to the Teflon manifold and wet with anhydrous HF.
A Teflon ampule was loaded in the drybox with 1.094 g (3.357 mmol)
of NF,SbF, and #ttached jo the Teflon manifold, and anhydrous HF (12
mL of liquid) was condensed inlo the ampule at ~78 °C, The resulting
HF solution of NF,SbF¢ was slowly passed over a 1-h time period
through the C;,BF, column, followed by a rinse with about 10 mL of
anhydrous HF. The eluents were collected in the Teflon receiver U-tube
and pumped to dryness at 50 °C. The white solid residue (573 mg:
weight calculated for 3.357 mmol of NF,BF, = 593 mg, 97% yicld) was
shown by infrared and Raman spectroscopy to be pure NF,BF,.’

Similarly, 2 sample of 4.91 mmol of NF,SbF,, when slowly passed
through a column of 14.0 mmol of (SG)C,;;BF,, produced 3.78 mniol
(77% yieid) of pure NF,BF,.

Preparation of NF,AsF; by Ion Exchange, In a typical experiment,
3.05 mmuol of NF,SbF, when passed through a column of 28.7 mmol of
(PG)C, yyAsF,, ?roduoed 3.05 mmol (100% yield) of spectroscopically
pure NF;ASF@.I

Similarly, a sample of 5.0 mmol of NF,SbF, when passed through
a column of 7.84 mmol of (SG)Cy,AsF,, resulted in 3.6 mmol of NF,-
AsF; and 1.4 mmol of NF,SbF,.

Preparatioa of NF,PF¢ by lon Excbange. When a solution of 3.27
mmol of NF,SbF, in anhydrous HF was passed through a column packed
with 23.8 mmol of (PG)C,; JPF the cluted product consisted of 1.49
mmol of NF PFg and 0.49 mmol of NF,SbF,.

Results and Discussion
A metathetical reaction of the type

A*B- 4+ C*D — AD| + C*B- (2)

is in principle a simple ion exchange in which the purity of the
desired product is governed by the solubility products of the four
salts involved. For this process to work efficiently, the solubility
product of AD must be much smaller than those of the three
remaining salts, Since this is not the case for reaction 1, low-
temperature ftltrations and multiple recrystallizations from an-
hydrous HF and BrF; are required that lower the yiclds. The
solubility problem with AD might be overcome by making A*
an insoluble, polymeric, stationary phase. This principle is
well-known and is widely used in ion-exchange resins. Since the
metathetical NF,BF, process {1) ts a simple anion exchange, it
could be improved upon by replacing CsBF, with a BF,™ salt of
a cationic resin that is stable toward both anhydrous HF and the
strongly oxidizing NF* cation. Although acid- and onidizer-
resistant cation exchangers, such as Du Pont’s Nafica, are
well-known, no corresponding anion exchangers werc available,

Attempts were made to utilize the cation cxchanger Nafion (XR
resin from Du Pont which is a copolymer of tetrailuoroethylene
and perfluoro-4-mcthyl-3,6-dioxa-7-octenesulfonic acid) for the
preparation of NF,BF, according to (3) and (4). Although small

RSO;Na* + NF,*SbFy — RSO, NF,*+ Na*SbFe  (3)
RSO, NF,* + Na*BF;” — RSO;"Na* + NF,*BF,” (4)

amounts of NaSbF, were detectable in the eluent of (3), treatment
of the resulting solid with a Na*BF, solution did not show any
evidence for NF,BF,.

In our search for a suitable acid- and oxidizer-resistant an-
ion-exchange medium, it was discovered that graphite salts are
well suited for this purpose. Since the syntheses and properties
of graphite salts are the subject of considerable controversy, our
results on the preparation of these salts will be briefly summarized
before presenting our data on the actual ion exchange reactions.

(17) Chnste, & O, Schack, C J., Wilson, R. D. fngrg Chem 1976, .5,
1275.




Syntheses of Graphite Salts. In our study different types of
graphite starting material were used, i.e. spectrographic graphite
"(SG) and two'kinds of pyrolytic graphite (PG), one from a gra-
phite slab used forrocket nozzle cones, and the second one from
highly.oriented, mirror-surfaced graphite pieces. The pyrolytic
graphites are more highly graphitized, better oriented, and more
casily intercalaied than the spectrographic graphite and, therefore,
have been used .almost exclusively in the previously reported
studies.!-13

In agreement with the previous studies,!™!? the reaction

nC + 0.5F; + BF; — C,*BF," (5)

yielded a first-stage intercalate with n being very close to 8.0 and
the same identity period. No particular cffort was made in this
study to determine whether in CyBF, the boron is present ex-
clusively as Bl'y~ or if there might also be some free BF, and/or

" Fy present.® 1t should be noted, however, that the addition of
neat anhydrous HF to the (PG)- and (HOPG)C;BF, generally
resulted in gas evolution and a very pronounced swelling of the
gr;phitc salt, indicating the posstble intercalation of some free
BF,.

For ths synthesis of C,*AsF,", the direct synthesis from gra-
phite, AsFs, and F, yiclded for the two pyrolytic graphites n values
close to 5.8 and for spectrographic graphite a value of 11.6. With
0,*AsFg used as che oxidant' and spectrographic graphite

nC + O;*AsF¢- = C,*AsF,~ + O, (6)

a composition of CyyAsFg was obtained, These salts were
first-stage intercalates and approach the limiting composition
CyAsFq which has a close packing of the AsF™ anions in the
galleries.”®  For C,PF,, the direct synthesis using pyrolytic gra-
phite, PF¢, and F, produced a first-stage intercalate having the
composition C,5,PF,. The fact that the limiting composition for
C,PFg appears to be about C,;,PF, while that for C,AsF, is about
CyAsFq, cannot be dus to steric effects because PF, is smaller
than AsF¢~. Jt has been attributed" to the lower fluoride jon
affinity of PF; relative to that of AsFg. It, therefore, appears that
PF¢~ cannot support a positive charge on carbon higher than that
corresponding to a composition of about C,5*. Further evidence
for the limiting composition of C,PF, being about # = 12 was
obtained by a displacement reaction between (PG)C,y BF, and
liquid PFs at room temperature. Although only half of the BF,
was displaced by PF; in a single treatment, the stoichiometry of
the displacement reaction was such that 1 mol of PF; liberated
1.54 mol of BFy; i.e., the C,BF, was converted to C,,sPF¢ and
BF;. The C;sPF¢ composition observed for this displacement
reaction is in excelleat agreement with that of C,, PFg derived
from the direct synthesis from graphite, PFs, and F, (see above).

(18) Bartlett, N McQuillan, B. W, In Intercalation Chemisiry; Wiltingham,
M. 8., Jacobson, A. )., Eds.; Academic Press: New York, 1982.
(19) Hagiwara, R., Lerner, M., Bartlett, N. Presenied al the ACS Ninth
Winter Fluorine Conference, St Petersburg, FL. Feb 1989, paper 63.
(20) Karunanithy, S.; Aubke, F. J. Fluorine Chem. 1984, 25, 339
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It is noteworthy that the stoichiometry of the above displacement
reaction resembles that previously observed for the C,SO,F + AsF,
system,?0

In conclusion, our syntheses of graphiie salts are in good
agreement with the previous literature data suggesting limiting
compositions of about CgBF;, C3AsFg, and Cj,PF, for these
first-stage intercalates.

Ion-Exchange Reactions, Solutions of NF,SbF4in HF, when
passed through columns of either CgBF, or CgAsF,, readily ex-
change the SbF" anion for either BF,~ or AsF,~.

C4BF, + NF,SbF, — C;StF, + NF,BF, 7
CgASFG + NF.‘Sng - CngFé + NF4ASF6 (g)

In this manner, spectroscopically pure NF,BF, or NF,AsF¢ can
be prepared. It is important 1o use a suitable column geometry,
i.e. a large height to diameler ratio, and a sufficient molar excess
of the graphits salt, The importance of the column geometry and
of flow conditions was demonstrated by an experiment whereby
a sample of (PG)Cs BF, was stirred with a large excess of
NF,SbF, dissolved in HF, Even after a contact time of 10 b, only
an insignificant anion exchange had occurred, The importance
of using a sufficient excess of graphite salt over NF,SbF; was
demonstrated in an experiment where the mole ratio of Cj ;AsF,
10 NF,SbF wasonly 1.57. In this case the conversion of NF SbF,
1o NF,AsF¢ was only 72 mol %,

Another important point is that the graphite salt starting
material is fully oxidlzed to a C;* stage. If the graphite salt is
not completely oxidized, it will be oxidized by NF,SbF in a
reaction, analogous to (6), resulting in the loss of NF,* values.

BC + NF4+SbF6- - Cs+SbF6- + NF3 + 0.5F2 (9)

This point was demonstrated in several experiments using C,BF,
compositions in which # ranged from 14 to 16 and the yields of
NF.BF, were less than quantitative.

For the synthesis of NFPFg, the most highly oxidized graphite
PF, salt available was C,; PFq. In view of the incomplete oxi-
dation state of the graphite, it was not surprising that a 40 mol
% loss of NF,* values occurred during the exchange reaction.

Conclusion. Graphite salts can be used as anion-exchange resins
that are highly resistant toward strong acids and oxidizers. To
our knowledge, these are the first anion exchangers capable of
withstanding such harsh conditions for which previously only cation
exchangers, such as Nafion, were available. The usefulness of
graphite salts as anion exchangers was demonstrated by an im-
proved method for the production of advanced NF,* salts. This
method eliminates most of the drawbacks of the previously used
low-temperature, metathetical process® and provides the desired
NF,* salts in high purities and yields by a simple, one-step process
under ambient conditions.
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The binary chlorine fluorides CIFy, CIFy, and CIF, when used in an excess, all undergo facile fluorine-oxygen exchange reactions
with the nitrate anion, forming FCIC,, unstable FCIO, and CIONO,, respectively, as the primary products. Whereas FCIO; does
not react with LINO, at temperatures as high as 75 *C, FCIO, readily reacts with cither LINOy or N30 to give CIONO; and
O, in high yield, probably via the formation of an unstahle O,CIONO; intermediate. With an excess of CIF, chlorine nitrate
undergoes a slow reaction to give FNO; and C1,0 as the primary products, followed by Cl,0 reazting with CIF to give Cly, CIF,
and FCIO;. The alkali-metal fluorides CsF, RbF, and KF catalyze the decomposition of CIF; to CIF, and F;, which can result
in the generation of subsiantial F, pressures at temperatures as low as 25 *C.

Introduetlon

Tonie nitrates are surprising.v reactive toward the fluorides and
oxyfluorides of bromine,'? xenon and iodine.® The observed
reaction chemistry is fascinating a 'd often unpredietable. Thus,
BrFs undergoes fluorine-oxygen :xehange reactions that, de-
pending on the choiee of the nitrate salt or the reagent used in
excess, yield either BrF, 0" salts, free BrF;0, or bromine nitrates,
In the cases of XeFy, XeOF,, and IF;, stepwise fluorine—oxygen
exchange occurs, whereas for the closely related IF, molecule,
reduetion to IF; with simultaneous oxygen evolution was observed,
In view of these results it was interesting to study the behavior
of chlorine fluorides and oxyfluorides toward ionie nitrates.

The previcus reports on reactions of ionie nitrates with chlorine
fluorides are limited to a statement by Ruff and Krug that KNO,
does not react with liguid CIF; while AgINO, does® and a synthesis
of CIONO, from CIF and M(NO,), where M is cither Ca, Sr,
Ba, or Pb.? In addition, the reactions of CIF} CIF, CIF;,? and
FCIO,? with the covalent nitrate HONO, have previously been
studied.

Experlmental Section

Apparatus and Materials. The vacuum lines, handling techniques, and
spectrometers used in this study have been described elsewhere.? Com-
mercial LINOy (). T. Baker, 99.7%), NaNO, (J. T. Baker, 99.5%),
KNO, (). T. Baker, 99.1%}, and RbNO, (K&K Labs, Inc., 99.9%) were
dried in vacuo at 120 °C for 1 day prior to their use, CsNO, was
prepared from Cs;COy and HNO, and dried in the same manner,
N;05.'? CIF;,"! CIF, " and FCIO," were prepared by literature methods,

(1) Wilson, W. W,; Christe, K. O. Inorg. Chem. 1987, 26, 916.

(2) Wilson, W. W.; Chrisie, K. O. Inorg. Chent. 1987, 26, 1573.

(3) Christe, K. O.; Wilson, W. W, fnorg. Chem. 1988, 27, 1296.

(4) Christic, K. O.; Wilson, W. W. Inorg. Chem., in press.

(5} Christe, K. O; Wilson, W. W.; Wilson, R. D. Jnorg. Chem., in press.
(6) Ruff, O.; Krug, H. Z. Anorg. Allg. Chem 1930, 190, 270.

(7} Sehmeisser, M., Eckermann, W., Gundlacb, K. P,, Naumann, D. Z.

Naturforsch, 1980, 358, 1143,

(8) Schack, C. ). Inorg. Chem. 1967, 6, 1938,

(9} Christe. K O Inorg. Chem. 1972, 11, 1220,
(10} Wilson, W. W.; Christe, K. O. Inorg. Chem. 1987, 26, 1631,
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FClO; (Pennsalt) and CIF; (Matheson) were commercial materials and
were purified by fractional condensation prior to tbeir use.

Caution! Chlorine fluorides and oxyfluorides are powerful oxidizers
and can react violently with most organic substances. The materials
should be handled only in well-passivated metal-Teflon equipment with
all the necessary safety precautions.

Reaction of CIF with an Excess of NaNO;. A mixture of NaNO,
(17.32 mmel) and CIF (11.53 mmol) in a 30-mL stainless stecl cylinder
was allowed to slowly warm in & dry ice~liquid N, slush bath from ~196
to~78 *C and then toward 0 °C. The cylinder was recooled to =196 °C
and did not contain any gas noncondensible a1 this temperature. The
material volatile at room temperature was scparated on warm up of the
cylinder from =196 °C hy fractional condensation tbrougb traps kept at
=112,<126, =142, and =196 *C. The =112 °C trap contained CIONO,"
(8.89 mmol) and CL;O'* (0.68 mmol}, the one at ~126 °C had CIONO;
(0.09 mmol), the one at ~142 *C had Cl, (0.35 mmol), while the one at
~196 *C contained FNO," (1.01 mmol). The wbite solid residue in tbe
cylinder was a mixture of NaF and NalNO, (1046 mg; weight calculated
for .99 mmol of NaF and 7.33 mmol of NaNG, = 1043 mg). The yield
of CIONQ;, based on CIF, was 76%.

Reaction of NaNO, with an Excess of CIF, Finely powdered NaNO;
(5.15 mmol) was loaded in tbe drybox into a prepassivated 30-mL
stainless steel eylinder equipped with a valve. On the vacuum line, CIF
(8.00 mmol) was added at =196 °C. The eylinder was allowed to slowly
warm to room temperalure, where it was kept for 3 days. 1t was cooled
again to -196 *C and did no1 contain any gas noncondensible at tbis
temperature, Tbe material volatile at rcom temperature was scparated
on warm up of the cylinder from =196 °*C hy fractional condensation
througb traps kept at =142 and =196 *C. The =196 *C trap contained
FNO,; (2.88 mmol) and the onc at ~142 *C had 5.14 mmol of a mixlure

(11) Pilipovich, D.; Maya, W.; Lawion, E. A.; Bauer, H. F; Shechan, D. F.;
Ogimachi, N. N.; Wilson, R. D.; Gunderloy, F. C.; Bedvell, V. E. Inorg.
Chem, 1967, 6, 1918.

(12) Schack, C. J., Wilson, R. D, lnorg. Synth, 1986, 24, 1.

(13} Christe, K. O.; Wilson, R, D.; Schack, C. ). Jnorg. Synth. 1986, 24, 3,

(14} g‘hlristc, K. O.; Schack, C. J.; Wilson, R. D. Inorg. Chem. 1974, 13,

81,

(15) Siebert, H. Anwendungen der Schwingungsspektroskopie L. der Anore
ganischen Chemue. Anorganische und Allgemeine Chenie 1n Einzel-
darstellungen; Springer Verlag: Berlin, Heidelberg, FRG, New York,
1965; Vol. VIL.

(16} Bernin, D. L. Miller, R. J ; Hisatsune, 1. C. Spectrochim. Acta, Part
A 1967, 23, 237,
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consisting mainly of CIONO, and C1,0 and small amounts of FCIO,"’
and Cl;. The cylinder contained 215 mg of NaF (weight calculated for
5.15 mmol.of NaF = 216 mg). .

Reaction of NaNO, with an Excess of CF;. Finely powdered NaNO,
*(1.02 . mmol) was Joaded in the drybox into a prepassivated 30-mL
stainless-sieel reactor, and CIF; {5.36 mmol) was added at =196 °C on
the vacuumi line. The cylinder was allowed to slowly warm to rcom
temperature where it was kept for 10 days. It was recooled 10 =196 °C
and checked for noncondensible gas (0.26 mmeol of Oy). The material
volatile at rcom temperature was separated hy Fractional condensation
through traps kept at =112, =126, and ~196 °C, The =112 °C trap
contained CIF;" (4.36 mmol), and onc at ~126 °C had FCIO,¥ (0.25
mmol), and the one at =196 *C showed FNO, ¥ (1.02 mmol) and CIF"
{0.77 mmol). The white solid residue (47 mg) consisted of NaF (weight
ealeulated for 1.02 mmol of NaF = 43 mg).

Reaction of LINO; with an Excess of CIF;. A 30-mL stainless-sieel
cylinder was loaded in the drybox with LINO, (2.68 mmol). CIF, (40.54
mmol) was added at =196 °C on the vacuum line. The cylinder was
warmed from ~196 °C to room temperature and kept at this temperature
for 3 h with frequent agitation, The reactor was cooled back to -196 °C
and did not contain any signifieant amount of noncondensihle gas, The
material volatile at rcom temperature was separated hy fractional con-
densation through a series of traps kept at =95, =142, and ~196 °C, while
the eylinder was allowed to warm from =196 °C to rcom temperature.
The =95 *C trap was empty, and the =]96 °C trap contained FNO,'¢
{2.48 mmol). The contents of the —142 °C trap (40.67 mmol) consisied
of unreacted CIFy,"* FCI0y,'" and a very small amount of FNO,.¢ The
amount of FCIO; and FNO, in the CIFy was estimated hy infrared
spectroscopy and verified hy complexing with AsF, and weighing of the
resulting C10,*AsF;" % and NO,*AsF¢~"? (409 mg, weight calculated
for 1.34 mmol of CIO;*AsF;~and 0.20 mmol of NO;*AsF¢™ = 391 mg).
The white solid residue in the cylinder (71 mg; weight calculated for 2.68
mmol of LiF = 70 mg) consisted of LiF,

Reaction of NaNO; with CIF,. The reaction between NaNO, and
CIF; was carried out as described for the LINOy~CIFs system. After 10
days at 25 °C, the NaN O, had quantitatively reacted 10 yield t mol of
NaF and FNO, and 0.5 mol ol FC10;/mol of NaNO;.

Reaction of KNO, with CIF, The reaction between KNO, and CIF;
was carried out as described above for LINO,. After 28 days at 25 °C,
the KNO, had quantitatively reacted to yield FNO, and FCIO, ina 2:1
mole ratio. About 16% of the hyproduet KF had been converted to
KCIF,, and fluorine was found as noncondensihle gas at —196 *C and
identified by its reaction with mercury,

Reaction of RbNO, with CIF;. The reaction between RhNO, and CIF,
was carried out as described above, After 31 days a125 °C, 90% of the
RhNO, had reaeted to yield FNO,' end FCIO," in a 2:1 mole ratio.
About 35% of the hyproduct RhF had been converted to RhCIF,, and
fluorine was identified as noncondensihble gas at =196 °C.

Reaction of CsNO, with CIF,. The reactions between CsNO, and CIF,
were carried out as described above. After 32 days at 25 °C, 16% of the
CsNO, had reacted to yield FNO,'® and FCIO," in a 2:1 mole ra‘io.
About half of the CsF hyproduct had been converted to CsCIF;.2' When
the reaction was carried out at 0 °C for 2 h, the conversion of CsNO,
was 4.4%, whereas at 70 °C for 3 days it was 46%. The amount of
fluorine evolved in these reactions increased with increasing temperature,

Reaction of CsNO, with CIF, in the Presence of Excess GsF, A
mixture of finely powdered CsNO, (0.97 mmol) and CsF (8.89 rmol)
was placed in the drybox into 2 prepassivated stainless- stecl reactor of
32.3-mL volume. On the vacuum line, CIF; (14.57 mmol) was added at
=196 *C. The eylinder was agitated on a shaker at 25 =C for 18 days
and then cooled to =196 °C. 11 contained (.56 mmol of a noncondensihle
gas, which reacted quantilatively with Hg giving a weight increase of 21
mg (weight inerease calculated for 0.56 mmol of F; » 21.3 mg). The
material volatile at 25 °C was serarated hy fractional condensation
through traps kept at =142 and =196 °C, The -196 °C trap contamed
FNO,* (0.093 mmol) and FONO,'* (0.028 mmol), while the on¢ at
-142 °C had CIF,"* {13.97 mmol) corresponding to a CIf; consumption
of 0.60 mmol. The white solid residue (1610 mg, weight calculated for
the below given maicrial halance = 1593 mg) was shown hy Raman
spectrescopy to contain significant amounts of CsNO, and CsCIF, !

{17) Smith, D. F.; Begun, G. M.; Fletcher, W, H. Spectrochim. Acta 194,
20,1763,

(18) Classsen, H, H,, Wensieck, B., Melm, J. G. J. Chem. Phys. 1958, 28,
285,

{19) Begun, G. M.; Fletcher, W. H.; Smith, D. F. J. Chent. Phys. 1965, 42,
2236. Christe, K O. Specirochim. Acta, Part A 1971, 27, 631.

{20) Christe, K. O.; Schack, C. 1.; Pilipovich, D.; Sawodny, W. Inore Chem.
1969, 8, 2489,

{21) Christe, K, 0. Sawodny, W. Z. Anorg. Allg. Chem. 1970, 374, 306.

Christe ¢t al.

These results are in excellent agreement with the following material
balanee:

0.59CIFs — 0.59CIF, + 0.59F,
0.028F, + 0.028CsNO; — 0.028CsF + 0.028FONO,

0.0465CIF, + 0.093CsNO, —
0.093CsF + 0.093FNO; + 0.0465FCIO,

0.59CIF, + 0.59CsF — 0.55CsCIF,
0.0465CsF + 0.0465FCt0O, — 0.0465CsCIF,0,

Reaction of FCI0, with LINO,. Finely powdered LINO, (2.41 mmol)
was placed in the drybox into a prepassivated 30-mL stainless-stee] re-
actor, and FCI0, (1.62 mmol) was added at ~196 °C on the vacuum line.
The eylinder was allowed to slowly warmto rcom temperature where it
was kept for 15 h. 1t was recooled to ~196 °C, and the noncondensit'e
gas (1.58 mmol of O;) was pumped off. The material volatile at room
temperature consisted of CIONQ,' (1.59 mmot). The white, solid res-
idue (96 mg) was & mixture of LiF and LiNOy (weight caleulated for
1.62 mmol of LiF and 0.79 mmol of LiNO; = 96 mg).

Reaction of FCIO, with N;0;, N;0; (0.83 mmol) was condensed at
=31 °C in a dynamic vacuum inlo a 5-mm-o.d. glass NMR tube, which
was atteched to a flamed-out 96-mL Pyrex vessel equipped with two
Teflon valves. FCIO, (1.87 mmol) was added to the NMR tubeat =196
°C. No appreciahle reaction between N,0; and FCIO, was observed at
temperatures as high as =31 °C, When the mixture was kept at 0 °C
for 18 b, about §4% of the N;0; had reacted with FCIO, to yield CI10-
NO," and O, s the main products. In addition, there was an attack of
FClO, on the Pyrex vessel, resulting in substantial amounts of ClO; and
SiF, and a trace amount of NO*ClO,~ 2 The residue left behind at
=78 °C in the NMR tube was identificd hy Raman spectroscopy as
unreacted N;0,.'0

Results and Discussion

MNO,-CIF System, CIF readily reacts with NaNO, at sub-
ambient temperature to give NaF and CIONO, (eq 1). However,

NaNO, + CIF — NaF + CIONO, (1)

the yield of CIONO, was found to be less than quantitative because
of the competing reaction 2. Reaction 2 might be explained by

NaNO; + 2CIF — NaF + CL,0 + FNO,  (2)

a secondary reaction of CIONO,, formed tn (1), with a second .
mole of CIF (eq 3). Ina previous study,” CIONO, and CIF were

CIONO, + CIF — C1,0 + FNO, (3)
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